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Editorial 


Opens  for  Oouples 

to  be  Legalltj  Wed 

When  Katherine  Jaramillo  and  Jessica  Bucciarelli,  the  couple  featured  on  the 
cover  of  this  month’s  issue,  moved  to  an  apartment  not  far  from  my  home, 
they  emailed  me  to  ask  about  opportunities  for  a midweek  Quaker  worship  group  in 
our  area.  I responded  that  there  weren’t  any,  hut  it  had  been  my  dream  to  host 
midweek  worship  in  my  home.  With  their  encouragement,  I sent  invitations  to  local 
Friends,  and  half  a dozen  or  so  Friends  have  been  meeting  at  my  home  every 
Wednesday  for  potluck  fellowship  and  worship  ever  since. 

Katherine  and  Jessica  became  regular  attenders  at  this  weekly  get-together  and 
delighted  our  group  by  announcing  their  intention  to  be  married  in  San  Francisco  in 
February.  They  shared  the  story  of  their  love  and  growing  involvement  with  Friends 
and  the  Spirit,  and  how  they  had  been  married  in  the  manner  of  Friends  at  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center  seven  years  ago.  Their  joy  at  being  together  on  a lifelong 
spiritual  journey  was  so  contagious  that  I asked  Jessica  to  gather  the  stories  of  other 
Friends  who  took  advantage  of  the  legal  situation  in  Multnomah  County  and  San 
Francisco,  CA,  to  become  legally  wedded.  I am  extremely  grateful  to  Jessica  for  her 
outstanding  work  in  gathering  material  and  conducting  interviews.* 

Equal  treatment  for  same-sex  couples  has  been  a concern  of  Friends  for  over 
twenty  years.  John  Calvi,  the  keynote  speaker  for  this  year’s  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting  annual  session,  was  married  to  his  partner,  Marshall  Brewer,  in  Putney, 
Vermont,  in  1988.  (His  story  is  told  in  a Pendle  HiU  pamphlet  entitled  Marriage:  A 
Spiritual  Leading  for  Lesbian,  Gay,  and  Straight  Couples.)  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
approved  a minute  affirming  same-sex  marriage  in  1996,  and  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  approved  the  following  minute  in  1997: 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting....  is  deeply  concerned  that  access  to  civil  marriage 
is  presently  denied  to  gay  and  lesbian  couples.  This  injustice  brings  legal,  financial 
and  social  discrimination  against  lesbian  and  gay  couples  and  their  children.  We, 
therefore,  support  legal  recognition  of  the  marriages  of  gay  and  lesbian  couples.... 

Because  of  our  long-standing  testimony  on  equality,  many  Quaker  couples  in  the 
West  were  prepared  to  walk  through  what  Helen  Haug  called  a “crack  in  History” 
and  become  legally  married  (see  p.  11).  It’s  also  worth  noting  that  one  of  the  Friends 
in  this  issue,  Celia  Castle,  is  the  lead  plaintiff  in  a law  suit  against  the  state  of 
Washington  for  denying  her  the  right  to  marry  her  partner  or  to  recognize  her 
marriage  license  from  Multnomah  County,  Oregon  (see  p.  5). 

It’s  heartening  to  see  that  gays  and  lesbian  are  open  and  active  in  the  Rehgious 
Society  of  Friends,  have  assumed  leadership  roles,  and  have  had  their  committed 
relationships  affirmed  by  their  Meetings  through  weddings  and  ceremonies  of 
commitment. 

Because  of  prejudice  and  lack  of  knowledge,  most  Americans  are  stih 
uncomfortable  with  legal  recognition  of  same-sex  marriage.  The  stories  in  this  issue 
show  the  human  side  of  same-sex  marriage  in  hope  of  allaying  fears  and  raising 
consciousness.  Same-sex  couples  have  in  many  cases  been  living  together  in  loving, 
committed  relationships  for  years,  even  decades,  and  have  supported  each  other  and 
raised  families,  just  like  opposite-sex  couples.  The  main  difference  has  been  that  they 
have  lacked  the  legal  benefits  and  social  support  that  opposite-sex  couples  take  for 
granted.  We  hope  that  you  will  share  this  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin  with  those  who 
need  to  hear  this  message. 

*Jessica  is  collecting  stories,  for  possible  publication,  from  Quakers  who  have  been  involved 
in  efforts  to  make  civil  marriage  an  option  for  same-sex  couples  during  the  past  decade.  As 
plaintiffs,  lobbyists,  demonstrators,  educators,  and  participants  in  same-sex  civil  weddings, 
how  are  we  bearing  witness?  Contact  her  atjessicab@igc.org  or  310-320-7290. 
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Katherine  and  Jessica  during  their  wedding  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  in  1997 
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When  did  you  first  get  together,  and  how 
did  you  find  out  about  Quakers'? 

Jessica:  Katherine  and  I started  dating  in 
1991  in  San  Francisco.  Neither  of  us  were 
Quakers  at  the  time,  but  we  were  both 
interested  in  spiritual  matters.  We  got 
interested  in  Quakerism  through  the 
Quaker  Lesbian  Conference,  a 
community  which  has  gathered  each  fall 
at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center  for  more 
than  20  years.  In  1995  Katherine  started 
attending  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting  in 
Berkeley,  California,  and  I soon  joined 
her. 

What  attracted  you  to  Quakerism? 

Katherine:  I was  drawn  to  Quaker 
Meeting  because  it  was  a place  where  I 
could  work  on  my  personal  relationship 
with  the  Divine  instead  of  ascribing  to  a 
dogma  or  listening  to  a sermon.  It  was 
important  to  me  at  the  time  that  I could 
be  a full  citizen  of  Meeting  as  a woman 
and  lesbian. 


Jessica:  I was  attracted  to  Meeting  by  the 
spiritual  message  as  experienced  through 
the  people  and  by  a powerful  sense  of 
Love  and  Spirit  that  I feel  in  Meeting 
for  Worship. 

When  did  you  decide  to  get  married? 

Katherine:  In  1996  we  became  ready  to 
affirm  our  commitment  to  each  other 
though  a wedding  ceremony.  A year  later 
we  were  married  in  the  manner  of  Friends 
at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center.  It  was  a 
beautiful  wedding,  in  a lovely  rustic 
setting,  attended  by  80  friends,  family,  and 
members  of  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting. 

Were  you  married  under  the  care  of 
Strawberry  Creek  Meeting? 

Jessica:  Actually,  we  weren’t  because  I 


personally  didn’t  feel  involved  enough 
with  Friends  at  that  time  to  initiate  this 
serious  mutual  commitment  between  the 
Meeting  and  us,  especially  since  this 
would  have  been  the  first  same-sex 
meeting  under  the  Meeting’s  care.  But  by 
the  time  it  happened  our  wedding  was 
very  much  in  the  manner  of  Friends. 

Was  Strawberry  Creek  supportive  of  same- 
sex  marriage? 

Jessica:  Strawberry  Creek  had  affirmed  its 
willingness  to  approve  the  marriages  of 
same-sex  couples  but  no  one  had 
requested  that  they  be  married  under  the 
Meeting’s  care.  A year  after  we  were 
married,  Jill  Lessing  and  Sherrin  Loyd 
became  the  first  same-sex  couple  to  be 
married  under  the  care  of  Strawberry 


Inside  this  Issue 

3 “Twice  Married... to  Each 
Other”:  An  Interview  with  y 
Katherine  Jamarillo  and  Jessica 
BucciareUi 

4 “My  Brother,  the  Quaker,  Gets 

Married”  by  Karen  McGill  jq 

Lawson 

5 “Seattle  Friend  is  Lead  ^2 

Plaintiff  in  EquaUty  Lawsuit” 

by  Celia  Castle 

6 “Heterosexual  Friends  Express 
Support...”  by  Brynnen  Ford, 


Jonathan  Brown,  and  Leslie 
Leonard 

“Married  Under  Care  of  the 
Meeting  and  in  the  Eyes  of  the 
State:”  An  Interview  with  Bonnie 
Tinker 

“Friendly  Same-Sex  Couples 
Reflect  on  Weddings....” 

“Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 
Explores  the  Problem  of  Anti- 
Semitism”  by  Anthony  Manousos 

“Quakers  Uniting  in  Publishing” 
by  Lucy  Duncan 


14  News  of  Western  Friends 

16  Memorial  Minutes 

16  Friends  Bulletin  Annual  Report 

18  “Five  Ways  to  Get  the  Quaker 
Voices  Heard”  by  Ruth  Frazer 

19  Calls  to  Yearly  Meetings 

20  Friendly  Responses 
“The  Woolman  Semester” 

21  Calendar  Items  and  Classifieds 


June  2004  Friends  Bulletin 


3 


Creek  Meeting.  So  it  wasn’t  that  we  didn’t 
feel  accepted  by  the  Meeting;  it  was  just 
that  I was  ready  to  get  married  before  I 
was  ready  to  be  a Quaker. 

When  did  you  become  members  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends? 

Katherine:  I joined  Strawberry  Creek 
Meeting  in  1999  and  Jessica  joined  a year 
later. 

Could  you  tell  us  a little  more  about  your 
ministry? 

Katherine:  I used  to  be  a lawyer,  but  in 
1999  I entered  a clearness  process  to 
discern  a leading  to  work  with  the  iU  and 
dying.  This  led  me  to  enroll  in  the 
Earlham  School  of  Religion  in 
Richmond,  Indiana.  In  May,  2003,  I 
received  my  Masters  in  Divinity.  I then 
moved  to  Southern  California,  where  I 


now  work  as  a hospital  chaplain. 

And  what  kind  of  work  do  you  do? 

Jessica:  I work  as  a free-lance  designer  and 
writer/editor,  mainly  for  nonprofit  and 
socially  responsible  small  businesses. 

How  did  you  feel  about  renewing  your 
vows  of  marriage  under  government 
auspices? 

Jessica:  At  first  it  bothered  me  that  our 
Quaker  wedding  and  our  civil  wedding 
were  six  years  apart.  But  once  we  were 
there,  it  felt  good  to  have  a justice  of 
the  peace  officiate.  I had  qualms  about 
the  institution  of  marriage.  But  I still 
have  qualms  about  how  civil  marriage 
works,  how  it  has  discriminated  against 
women  and  single  people  and  of  course 
lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  people.  But  I 
figure  if  the  state  is  going  to  give 


benefits  to  loving,  committed  couples, 
then  we  sure  deserve  them. 

How  did  your  Meeting  react  when  you 
announced  that  you  were  getting  married 
a second  time? 

Katherine:  When  we  announced  at 
Strawberry  Creek  that  we  were  going 
to  be  married  again.  Friends  clapped 
and  waved  their  hands.  There  was  a 
real  sense  of  excitement.  A couple  of 
weeks  later,  when  we  made  the  same 
announcement  at  our  new  Meeting, 
Orange  Grove  [in  Pasadena,  CA], 
there  was  not  only  an  enthusiastic 
response,  they  even  bought  a huge 
sheet  cake  that  said, 
“Congratulations,  Jessica  and 
Katherine,”  and  served  it  during 
fellowship.  We  feel  very  affirmed  and 
grateful  to  be  among  Friends.  □ 


Mi)  E>ro 

by  ICaren  McG'H  L awson 

Zakee  McGill,  a member  of  Providence,  Rl, 
Meeting,  currently  attends  San  Francisco 
Meeting.  Zakee  joined  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends  while  a student  at  Brown 
University  in  1978.  He  is  a physician  and 
his  partner  Ron  is  a supervisor  of  patient 
accounts  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital. 
The  following  is  an  account  of  their  wedding 
written  by  Zakee’s  sister,  Karen  McGill 
Lawson. — Editor. 


I traveled  to  Oakland  last  Thursday  to 
attend  the  planned  domestic 
partnership  ceremony  for  my  youngest 
brother  Zakee  and  his  partner  Ron. 

They  had  an  appointment  for  1:30 
PM  on  Valentine’s  Day  with  a reception 
to  follow  at  their  home.  They  share  a 
home  with  three  sons,  one  whom  my 
brother  adopted  after  two  years  as  his 
foster  parent  and  the  other  two  are  Ron’s 
nephews  whose  parents  are  unable  to  care 
for  them.  In  addition,  Ron  has  a son  who 
is  in  his  first  year  of  college.  All  were 
there  for  the  trip  to  San  Francisco  City 
Hall  and  the  celebration  that  followed. 


then,  the  Qualcer,  (jets 


as  were  my  Mom  and  oldest  brother  and 
his  family. 

From  the  time  Zakee  mentioned 
their  intention  to  enter  into  a domestic 
partnership,  I knew  I would  be  there.  As 
I said  to  my  husband,  for  me  this  is  a 
wedding  ceremony.  My  youngest  brother 
would  be  the  last  of  five  siblings  to  marry. 
Little  did  I know  as  I planned  my  trip 
that  forces  would  intervene  to  transform 


my  view  of  the  ceremony  into  a reality. 

On  Valentine’s  Day,  we  arrived  for 
the  1:30  PM  appointment,  walked  up  the 
red  carpet  and  into  city  hall  and  received 
the  welcomed  news  that  a marriage 
license  and  ceremony  were  now  options. 
Thirty  minutes  later,  family  and  friends 
followed  these  two  handsome  men  in 
their  formal  attire  down  the  hall  to  the 
rotunda  where  they  were  pronounced 
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spouses  for  life.  We  cheered,  hugged  and 
wiped  our  eyes.  It  was  a lovely  wedding. 

On  the  red  carpet  outside  where  we  aU 
posed  for  a picture,  the  crowd  cheered  and 
why  not.  They  were  cheering  a family  who 


has  come  to  understand  that  there  should 
be  no  barriers  to  love  and  to  taking  care  of 
our  children.  Zakee  and  Ron  have  found  a 
love  for  one  another  and  space  within  their 
hearts  to  love  and  care  for  four  children. 


Why  would  we  as  a nation  not  want 
policies  that  supported  such  a union?  San 
Francisco  understands  the  need  for  such, 
and  one  day  I know  our  nation  will  also. 
I just  want  us  to  hurry  up.  □ 


^cattle  T riend  is  Lead  flaintiff  in 
Marriage  uality  Lawsuit 


Celia  Castle  of  South  Seattle  (WA)  Worship 
Group  emailed  this  letter  to  friends  and 
relatives  around  the  world  describing  her 
decision  to  marry  her  partner  Brenda  Bauer 
in  Multnomah  County,  Oregon: 


several  other  happy  couples.  We  then 
whisked  over  to  the  offices  of  Judge  Linda 
Bergman  where  Nicky  and  Robbie  got  to 
see  all  of  their  parents  married  in  a double 
ceremony.  They  were  the  flower  girls  and 
ring  bearers  and  met  these  challenges 
with  grace  and  humor. 

Our  wedding  banquet  was  held 

several  blocks 
away  at  a food 
court  with  a pond 
and  fountain ! 

Then  we 
drove  home.  The 
honeymoon  and 
celebration  are  yet 
to  be  scheduled. 
Pictures  to  foUow 
next  week 
— Much  love, 
Brenda  and  Celia 

On  April  20  Jessica  BucciareUi 
interviewed  Celia  who  reported  on 
developments  in  the  Castle-Bauer  family 
since  that  historic  road  trip: 

Decision  to  Sue 
THE  State  of  Washingon 

On  the  Sunday  after  our  wedding,  at 
the  end  of  Meeting,  our  younger 
daughter  Robbie  announced  what  we  had 
done.  Everybody  was  thrilled  and  knew 
instantly  what  it  meant.  Several  couples 
approached  me  and  said  ‘we’re  a 
heterosexual  couple  and  haven’t  gone 
through  all  the  formalities,’  because  they 
weren’t  comfortable  getting  legally 
married  when  it  wasn’t  an  option  for 
same-sex  couples. 

It’s  been  great  for  the  kids  to  have 
people  all  around  be  excited  that  we’re 
married.  All  of  the  people  who  know  us 
have  seen  us  as  completely  committed.  Yet 


the  wedding  has  changed  how  people 
look  at  us.  It  also  means  something 
different  to  me,  to  my  surprise.  There’s 
some  sense  of  security,  of  peace. 

Something  else  that’s  happened  is 
that  on  April  T*  we  sued  the  state  of 
Washington  for  denying  us  the  right  to 
marry,  or  recognition  of  our  marriage 
license  from  Multnomah  County.  This 
came  about  because  the  local  ACLU  had 
been  wanting  for  some  time  to  do 
something  about  the  state’s  Defense  of 
Marriage  Act.  Through  her  work  with  the 
city  of  Seattle,  Brenda  knew  a number  of 
people  planning  the  lawsuit.  They 
approached  her,  and  we  decided  that  we 
would  be  willing  to  do  it.  The  public 
speaker  in  the  family  is  Brenda,  and  there 
are  a total  of  11  couples  taking  part  in 
the  suit,  but  my  last  name  is  on  it  because 
the  lawyers  liked  the  sound  of  it — “one’s 
home  is  one’s  castle”  and  all  that.  It’s  the 
sort  of  thing  that  lawyers  really  love. 

When  Nicola,  our  11-year-old  who 
goes  to  a liberal  all-girls  school,  heard 
about  the  lawsuit  she  started  screaming 
about  Brown  vs  Board  of  Education. 


As  most  of  you  are  aware  Gay 
Marriage  has  been  a hot  topic  and  a 
changing 
landscape  in  the 
US  for  the  last 
couple  of  months. 

Brenda  and  I 
watched  with 
interest  and 
excitement  as 
states,  cities,  and 
counties  which 
were  offering  to 

sanction  gay  marriages  increased  to 
include  places  closer  to  Seattle.  Brenda 
and  I engaged  in  a flurry  of  marriage 
proposals:  A somewhat  dated  occurrence 
given  our  sixteen  and  half  years  and  two 
children  together! 

Then  it  became  apparent  that 
nothing  was  going  to  happen  in 
Washington  State  so  Oregon  was  the 
closest  option.  But  when  to  go?  It  was 
difficult  to  find  a day  that  did  not  include 
choir,  swimming,  piano,  or  a mandatory 
carpool:  too  busy  leading  the  family  life 
to  get  married! 

In  the  end  we  sacrificed  Nicola’s  choir 
rehearsal,  hopped  in  the  van  and  drove 
three  and  a half  hours  to  Portland, 
Oregon  last  Tuesday  (March  16th). 

It  was  a beautiful  day  and  a smooth 
drive,  with  Nicola  and  Robbie  to  meet 
at  5 AM,  Samuel,  and  Sam’s  nephew  at 
the  Multnomah  County  Offices,  two 
minutes  from  downtown  Portland.  There 
was  no  line,  no  protesters  (much  to 
Samuel’s  disgust  and  Nicola’s  relief)  and 


“We  don’t  go  into  situations  like 
this  lawsuit  wearing  badges  that 
identify  us  as  Quakers. 

And  that’s  on  purpose.  You  bring 
that  of  God  to  the  situation, 
not  a bandwagon.” 
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Jessica:  Is  there  some  intersection  between 
your  Quaker  faith  and  values,  and  your 
willingness  to  take  part  in  this  lawsuit'? 

Celia:Yve,  always  been  the  kind  of  person 
who  would  step  forward  when  I saw 
something  that  needed  to  be  corrected. 
I grew  up  in  New  Zealand,  and  became 


a member  of  Wellington  Meeting  when 
I was  fifteen,  after  I’d  been  attending 
for  a couple  of  years.  Brenda’s  not  a 
Quaker,  and  we’re  waiting  in  terms  of 
marriage  under  the  care  of  the  Meeting. 
It’s  very  clear  to  me  that  people  from 
South  Seattle  Worship  Group  are 
available  as  a resource  if  I should  need 


them.  It’s  a really  great  small  worship 
group,  with  about  50  regular  attenders 
and  numerous  children. 

We  don’t  go  into  situations  like  this 
lawsuit  wearing  badges  that  identify  us 
as  Quakers.  And  that’s  on  purpose.  You 
bring  that  of  God  to  the  situation,  not 
a bandwagon.  □ 
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Some  heterosexual  Friends  have  refused  to 
obtain  marriage  licenses  until  they  are 
available  to  all  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation.  In  their  article  ‘‘Why  We  Don’t 
Have  a Marriage  License”  (TB  March 
2001,  p.  12)  Brynnen  L.  Ford  and  Jonathan 
Brown  of  University  Friends  Meeting  in 
Seattle  wrote:  “We  believe  it  is 

fundamentally  unjust  and  contrary  to  God’s 
will  to  discriminate  against  same-sex 
couples....”  They  go  on  to  say  that  they  have 
married  under  the  care  of  Meeting,  but  not 
registered  with  the  state  as  a married  couple. 
Jessica  Bucciarelli  asked  them  whether,  in 
light  of  recent  events,  they  had  decided  to 
obtain  a license.  Here  is  their  response: 

We  have  not  registered  our  marriage 
with  the  state  because  legal 
recognition  is  generally  not  available  to 
married  gay  and  lesbian  couples  in  the 
state  of  Washington  or  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Recent  developments  in  other  states 
are  encouraging,  but  are  far  from  what 
we  seek:  equal  legal  recognition  of  the 
marriages  of  gay  and  lesbian  couples  up 
to  and  including  the  federal  level.  Clearly 
there  is  still  a lot  of  work  to  be  done. 

We  know  of  at  least  one  lesbian 
couple  that  has  travelled  to  Portland  to 
get  married.  We  celebrate  their  choice, 
and  urge  everyone  to  do  what  they  can 
to  further  the  cause  based  on  their 
personal  situation.  As  a straight  couple, 
we  believe  that  the  most  effective  thing 
that  we  can  do  is  to  continue  our  current 
witness.  □ 

Leslie  Leonard  is  a grandmother  and 
longtime  member  of  Strawberry  Creek 
Meeting  in  Berkeley,  California,  where  five 
lesbian  couples  obtained  marriage  licenses  in 
29  days:  Laura  Cornell  and  Sharon  Delap, 


Jessica  Bucciarelli  and  Katherine  Jaramillo, 
Helen  Haug  and  Pamela  Calvert,  Micki 
Graham  and  Debra  Arm  itage,  and  Kris  and 
Lori  Schnepp.  Leslie  expresses  the  joy  that 
many  “Strawberries” felt  during  this  historic 
moment. 

I want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
newly  married  couples  for  the 
abundant  joy  they  brought  to  those  of  us 
watching  these  momentous  events.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  everywhere  I went 
during  those  weeks — whether  at 
Meeting,  on  the  Cal  campus  or  in  the 
newspapers — F/friends  and  strangers 
were  opening  their  lives  to  share  their 
loving  relationships  with  others.  Our 
present  sense  of  closing  darkness,  fear  and 
violence  in  the  world  was  overcome  with 
an  outpouring  of  Light,  generosity, 
warmth  and  deep  caring.  Life  was 
opening,  not  closing.  The  fact  that  five 
couples  in  our  Meeting  were  married 
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during  this  short  time  is  an  extraordinary 
blessing  to  all  of  us  in  Strawberry  Creek. 

The  possibihty  of  a legal  marriage  for 
same-sex  couples  brought  me  personally 
fuU  circle  back  to  the  time  twelve  years 
ago  when  Strawberry  Creek  approved  a 
Minute  that  we  would  give  the  same 
loving  care  and  consideration  to  all 
couples  requesting  marriage  under  the 
care  of  the  Meeting.  Our  extended 
discussions  leading  up  to  that  Minute 
were  very  special  to  us  as  a Meeting  and 
in  my  own  spiritual  growth.  When  we 
began  the  process,  I couldn’t  understand 
why  our  gay  and  lesbian  Friends  wanted 
a “marriage”  rather  than  a “commitment” 
celebration.  My  husband  and  I had  been 
married  under  the  care  of  a Meeting,  and 
it  was  important  to  us  that  it  was  a legal 
as  well  as  a spiritual  ceremony.  I could 
not  see  why  “marriage”  meant  anything 
if  it  wasn’t  legal.  During  the  three 
remarkable  listening  sessions  we  had  as  a 
Meeting,  however,  I experienced  a 
profound  shift,  and  it  was  with  delight 
that  I participated  in  the  approval  of  the 
Minute.  And  now  with  the  prospect  of 
legal  same-sex  marriages,  the  circle  is 
blessedly  complete.  Thank  you. 
Friends,  for  sharing  your  joy  in  each 
other  with  us  all.  □ 


Recommended  Readings 

Marriage:  A Spiritual  Leading  for  Lesbian, 
Gay  and  Straight  Couples  by  Leslie  HiU. 
Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  # 308  (1993). 

Homosexuality  and  the  Bible:  An  Interpre- 
tation by  Walter  Bennett.  Pendle  HiU 
Pamphlet  # 226  (1979). 
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Mamed  (Jndcr  Clare  of  the  Meeting 
and  in  the  P ues  of  the  ^tate 


Bonnie  and  Sara’s  dearness  committee:  L.  front:  Bob  Smith,  Bonnie  Tinker  and  Sara  Graham.  Back: 
Bruce  and  Betsy  Kenworthy.  IK ot pictured  here,  Sonya  Pinney. 


In  the  past  23  years,  many  same-sex  couples 
have  been  married  under  care  of  meetings, 
and  have  gratefully  displayed  their  Quaker 
marriage  certificates  on  their  living  room 
walls.  But  until  this  February  in  San 
Francisco — and  March  in  Portland,  and 
briefly  in  Bernalillo,  NM — these  Friends 
could  not  obtain  the  civil  certificate  and  the 
estimated 1500+  state  and  federal  rights  and 
responsibilities  that  come  along  with  it. 
What  follows  is  the  story  of  Sara  Graham 
and  Bonnie  Tinker's  creative  and  faithful 
efforts  to  bring  these  two  processes — the 
Quaker  wedding  and  the  civil  wedding — 
together.  They  may  be  the  first  same-sex 
Quaker  couple  to  do  so. 

Bonnie  Tinker  is  a member  of 
Multnomah  Meeting  in  Portland,  Oregon, 
which  is  the  county  seat  of  Multnomah 
County.  She  and  Sara  Graham,  life  partners 
since  1977,  are  the  mothers  of  three  children 
and  the  grandmothers  of  two.  In  the  late  80s, 
Bonnie,  with  Sara’s  support,  was  deeply 
involved  in  Multnomah  Meetings  search  for 
unity  on  the  question  of  support  for  same- 
gender  marriages.  This  interview  was 
conducted  over  a series  of  emails  and  phone 
calls  in  March  and  April  by  fessica 
Bucciarelli,  who  grew  up  a few  blocks  from 
where  Sara  and  Bonnie  now  live. 

Jessica:  You  and  Sara  have  been  life 
partners  for  more  than  26  years.  How  did 
it  come  to  pass  that  you  got  married  this 
year? 

Bonnie:  On  February  8,  we  wrote  a letter 
to  the  Meeting,  asking  them  to  take  our 
marriage  under  their  care  and,  as  part  of 
that  care,  to  support  us  as  we  worked  for 
legal  recognition  of  our  marriage.  We 
wanted  to  be  prepared  to  be  plaintiffs  in 
a lawsuit,  if  that’s  what  it  came  down  to. 
We  hoped  that  the  Meeting  could  act  by 
May  17,  because  that’s  when  Massachusetts 
was  scheduled  to  start  issuing  licenses  to 
same-sex  couples.  (It’s  also  the  anniversary 
of  Brown  v.  the  Board  of  Education.)  I’ve 
been  saying  to  our  clearness  committee: 
“We  know  that  Spirit  moves  in  its  own  time, 
but  this  is  urgent.” 
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Why  didn’t  you  get  married  under  care  of 
the  Meeting  years  ago? 

Part  of  it  is  that  we  wanted  the  whole 
ball  of  wax.  We  wanted  our  family,  the 
Quakers  and  the  legal  system  to  get 
together  on  the  same  day  in  the  same 
place.  We  waited  to  write  our  letter  until 
there  was  a reasonable  chance  of  the 
meeting  helping  with  legal  as  well  as 
spiritual  recognition  of  our  marriage. 
Also,  by  the  time  Multnomah  Meeting 
came  to  clearness  on  same  sex  marriage 
about  15  years  ago,  there  were  tensions 
between  us  and  some  people  in  Meeting. 
Some  incredibly  hurtful  things  were  said 
in  Meeting  for  Worship.  The  whole 
meeting  was  raw  by  the  time  we  came  to 
this.  The  healing  took  some  time. 

Many  Friends  are familiar  with  your  work 
through  Love  Makes  a Family  (LMF). 
What  is  this  organization’s  approach  to 
same-sex  marriage? 

Equality  in  marriage  is  something 
we’ve  been  concerned  with  from  the 
beginning.  The  organization  began  as  a 
project  of  what  was  then  Friends  for 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns.  Our  1992 
video,  “Love  Makes  a Family,” 
documented  the  history  of  same-sex 
marriage  among  Quakers.  We  went  on 
to  coordinate  the  Oregon  Freedom  to 
Marry  Coalition  in  the  1990s,  and  we  co- 
sponsored the  1996  Freedom  to  Marry 
Summit  in  Portland.  Our  staff  and 
members  have  participated  in 
innumerable  educational  presentations 
and  panel  discussions. 

In  recent  years,  there’s  been  so  much 
public  debate  about  same-sex  marriage 
because  of  the  lawsuits  in  Hawai’i, 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts — and  of 
course  the  licenses  issued  in  San 
Francisco.  So  we’ve  been  trying  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  a collaborative, 
grassroots,  transformative  dialogue  here 
in  Oregon.  We’ve  been  doing  a lot  of 
speaker  trainings.  And  we  had  organized 
couples  who  were  ready  to  marry  if  the 
government  started  issuing  licenses.  We 
held  an  organizing  meeting  for  speaker 
outreach  on  March  1,  and  we  had  a 
coalition-building  potluck  planned  for 
March  7. 

What  role  do  you  see for  spiritual people  and 
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people  of  faith  in  discussions  about  legal 
recognition  of  same  sex  marriage? 

As  we  prepared  for  the  possibility  of 
civil  marriage.  Sara  and  I had  envisioned 
having  our  Meeting  stand  behind  our 
marriage.  We  pictured  ourselves  and 
other  couples  showing  up  at  the 
courthouse  with  the  backing  of  their 
religious  groups.  But  I’ve  found  that  a lot 
of  national  gay  rights  leaders  do  not  want 
a religious  or  spiritual  face  to  this 
movement.  Their  theory  is  that  if  you 
don’t  talk  about  religion,  then  the 
churches  will  get  off  our  backs  and  won’t 
resist  civil  marriage  equality.  I’ve  said  very 
strongly  that  doesn’t  wash,  I don’t  think 
it  will  work.  We  do  need  a clear  definition 
that  there  is  a package  that  is  conveyed 
by  civil  marriage.  There  is  also  the  custom 
of  marriage  between  people  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  churches  or  the 
government.  People  just  marry  each  other 
because  they’re  in  love.  And  that  is  a 
gradual  revolution  over  the  centuries. 
And  finally,  thirdly,  there’s  marriage 
within  one’s  faith  community.  Within 
faith  communities,  there’s  a strong  sense 
that  the  religious  marriage  is  the  real 
marriage. 

Maybe  I have  this  perspective 
because  I come  from  this  narrow  little 
world  of  Quakers.  I think  you  find 
among  Friends  fairly  strong  support  for 
legal  recognition.  You’ve  got  Friends 
involvement  in  this  movement  way  back 
to  the  Hawai’i  case  ten  years  ago. 
[Hawai’i  Plaintiff]  Nina  Baehr’s  mom  is 
a Quaker  and  Nina  went  to  Quaker 
schools.  In  the  current  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts  cases  there  are  Quaker 
plaintiffs. 

So  what  happened  on  March 

Well,  let’s  go  back  a few  weeks  before 
March  3rd.  In  February  we  began  to  hear 
rumors  which  led  us  to  believe  that  it 
might  be  possible  that  Multnomah 
County  (whose  county  seat  is  Portland, 
where  we  live)  would  issue  licenses 
sometime  this  spring,  but  we  were  unable 
to  discover  any  exact  information.  On 
March  2nd,  at  2:30  in  the  afternoon,  we 
learned  that  it  was  likely  marriage  licenses 


would  be  issued  on  March  3rd.  In  the 
midst  of  multiple  press  interviews,  Sara 
and  I decided  that  we  would  go  and  apply 
for  a marriage  license.  We  had  hoped  to 
wait  until  the  meeting  had  completed  its 
clearness  process  before  seeking  a license. 
We  did  not  know,  however,  how  long  the 
opportunity  would  be  open  and  decided 
we  should  get  the  license  and  hope  that 
way  would  open  for  Multnomah  Meeting 
to  complete  its  process  before  the  license 
expired.  (This  is  how  marriage  licenses 
work  in  our  county,  regardless  of  the 
gender(s)  of  the  couple.  You  apply  for  and 
obtain  a license,  and  then  within  60  days 
you  use  it  at  a wedding.)  So  we  decided 
to  get  a license  and  not  use  it  immediately. 

LMF  families  were  down  at  the 
county  building  by  7 pm  on  March  2nd. 
There  were  20-30  couples  in  line  by  1 am. 
Volunteers  from  our  group  went  down  all 
night  to  be  a presence,  and  bring  coffee.  I 
went  to  do  a TV  thing  at  5:45  am.  There 
was  still  no  official  word  from  the  county, 
but  the  masses  were  at  the  door.  I’ve 
always  said  this  was  a grassroots 
movement! 

“The  time  to  witness 
publicly  is  upon  us. 

In  the  good  order  of 
Friends  it  is  time  for  us 
to  move  as  way  has 
opened.” 

Sara  and  I had  been  told  that  a LMF 
member  had  held  us  a place  in  line.  But 
when  we  got  there  to  take  our  place 
somewhere  in  the  middle  of  the  line,  this 
cluster  of  families  said,  “You  are  going 
first.”  It  was  really  touching. 

How  did  it feel  to  be  there,  after  decades  of 
personal  and  political  involvement  in  these 
issues? 

I can’t  describe  the  day.  It  was 
absolutely  overwhelming.  I’m  pretty 
hardened  around  this,  frankly,  and  I’ve  got 
tears  in  my  eyes  constantly.  What  I’m 
hearing  is  that’s  happening  to  everyone. 
When  those  couples  go  back  to  their 


families,  their  workplaces,  their 
churches — it’s  a wave  in  itself  that  spreads 
enormous  change.  While  there  is 
openness  to  this  new  information,  there’s 
openness  to  change. 

The  most  overwhelming  thing  that 
first  day  was  walking  up  and  down  the 
line  and  seeing  that  people  had  just 
dropped  whatever  they  were  doing  to 
come  down  and  get  married.  They  weren’t 
going  to  wait.  One  thing  that  happened 
that  was  really  fim  is  that  I got  the  MCC 
(Metropolitan  Community  Church) 
pastor  to  come  do  a wedding  for  a couple, 
Jamie  and  Abby.  In  fact,  theirs  is  likely 
the  first  legal  marriage  officiated  that  day. 
Another  couple — one  of  the  “chosen 
couples”  identified  by  the  inner  circle  who 
planned  things — ^was  hustled  down  to  the 
Hilton  Hotel  to  get  married  by  a retired 
state  supreme  court  justice,  and  they  got 
lots  of  press.  But  while  they  were  traveUng 
across  town,  Jamie  and  Abby  were 
married  on  the  sidewalk.  So  “the  common 
people”  did  in  fact  get  the  first  marriage 
although  whether  history  will  record  and 
sustain  that  fact  is  another  question. 

What  happened  next? 

Our  Clearness  Committee  met  on 
March  4th,  and  some  members  expressed 
to  us  that  they  would  understand  if  we 
did  not  feel  we  could  risk  waiting  and 
needed  to  f nd  some  other  way  to  be 
legally  married.  We  could  then  complete 
a celebration  with  the  Meeting  at  some 
later  date.  After  deliberation  and  with 
some  anxiety  we  decided  that  we  wanted 
to  wait.  Our  hope  was  that  the  celebration 
of  our  marriage  under  the  care  of 
Multnomah  Meeting  and  with  the 
presence  of  our  family  and  community 
could  coincide  with  the  legal  recognition 
of  our  marriage. 

On  March  7th,  Sabrina  and  Holly 
Freewynn,  who  had  been  married  five 
years  ago  by  Multnomah  Meeting, 
brought  their  license  to  Meeting  and  had 
it  signed  by  our  Clerk,  Sabrina’s  mom, 
and  me.  Another  Multnomah  Meeting 
couple,  Becky  Yarnall  and  Amanda 
Wright,  is  expecting  a baby  any  day  now. 
They  had  a private  ceremony  two  years 
ago,  and  received  a license  from  the 
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county  during  the  first  week  of  March.  I 
know  of  at  least  one  Quaker  couple, 
Denae  Steele  and  Maraika  Van  Roojen, 
from  Olympia  Meeting,  who  came  down 
from  Washingon  State  to  be  married  in 
Multnomah  County. 

On  March  21  Multnomah  Meeting 
approved  my  and  Sara’s  marriage  without 
laying  it  over  for  seasoning,  which  was  a 
big  relief.  I can’t  imagine  how  we  could 
have  done  the  planning  without  the 
prompt  decision — it  turns  out 
weddings  take  a bit  of  planning! 

Our  wedding  took  place  on 
April  17.  Around  250  people  were 
there  from  all  parts  of  our  lives.  All 
of  my  brothers  and  sisters  and  my 
mother  were  with  us,  as  well  as  Sara’s 
mother,  sister-in-law,  niece,  nephew 
and  spouses  and  two  cousins. 
Presidential  candidate  Dennis 
Kucinich  stopped  in  for  the 
reception.  It  was  an  amazing  day! 

This  is  a remarkable  moment  in  US 
history.  The  general  public  is  grappling 
with  questions  which  were  pressing  for 
Intermountain,  North  Pacific  and  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  about  15  years  ago.  Do  you 
have  a sense  of  the  role  Friends  are  called  to 
play? 

I feel  very  deeply  that  this  is  a calling 
for  Friends  and  a calling  for  people  of 
faith.  I would  say:  Friends — the  time  to 
witness  publicly  is  upon  us.  In  the  good 
order  of  Friends  it  is  time  for  us  to  move 
as  way  has  opened. 

Our  job  is,  through  our  own  lives,  to 
reach  out  to  everyone  we  know  is  not  clear 
on  this  issue.  Wherever  Friends  are  active 
there’s  someone  there  who  is  not  clear  that 
same  sex  marriage  is  a matter  of  justice. 
We  need  to  engage  in  dialogue  with  other 
friends  from  different  traditions  and 
Yearly  Meetings.  One  of  the  remarkable 
things  with  Friends  is  that  we  have  within 
our  “family”  the  same  range  of  positions  on 
same-sex  marriage  that  many  of  us  find  in 
our  own  families.  It’s  also  very  important 
that  we  work  in  ecumenical  settings. 

In  our  own  meetings.  Friends  could 
explore  if  they  are  called  to  help  same- 
sex  couples  meet  the  financial  costs  of 
obtaining  the  same  benefits  as 


heterosexual  couples,  whether  that  means 
obtaining  a civil  marriage  license,  or 
getting  legal  help  with  forms  like  powers 
of  attorney,  or  participating  in  lawsuits 
like  we  thought  we  might  have  to.  We 
may  also  need  to  look  at  how  the  marriage 
process  outlined  in  our  Faith  and  Practice 
pertains  to  same-sex  couples.  Friends’ 
process  tends  to  assume  that  it’s  a 
relatively  new  couple  who’s  taking  this 


Bonnie  Tinker  with  Dennis  Kucinic  and 
her  partner  Sara  Graham 

step,  but  in  many  cases  same-sex  couples 
have  been  together  for  many  years  before 
they  request  marriage  under  the  care  of  a 
meeting — and  certainly  before  they 
pursue  a civil  marriage. 

It’s  distressing  that  this  is  happening 
at  a time  when  there  are  so  many  other 
urgent  issues  in  the  world.  I would  not 
put  same  sex  marriage  at  the  top  of  the 
list — but  what  I’ve  accepted  is  that  for  me 
I have  a unique  calling  to  be  dedicated  to 
this  issue.  I would  urge  other  Friends  to 
examine  their  own  life  and  experience  and 
weigh  this.  If  not  our  hands  whose  hands? 
If  not  our  voice  whose  voice?  God  has 
only  you  to  be  present  in  the  world. 

Sometimes  when  way  opens  it’s  a 
floodgate  and  there’s  a whole  lot  of  water 
stored  up — a tidal  wave.  And  another 
thing  this  wave  is  uncovering  is  the  people 
who  are  very  distressed  about  same-sex 
marriage,  in  the  Qiiaker  world  and  in 
general.  We  gay  folks  were  always  present, 
as  were  the  people  who  are  deeply 
distressed.  The  tide  uncovers  the  rocky 
places.  We  desperately  need  people  who 
with  love  and  tenderness  can  go  out  to 


people  in  deep  distress  and  help  them 
along  to  come  to  this  new,  inevitable 
future. 

What  are  the  challenges  of  your  work  with 
Love  Makes  a Family} 

The  challenge  has  been  not  to  let  the 
despair  over  not  having  money — and  the 
state  of  the  world — get  me  down.  When 
I started  this  ministry  I thought  that 
the  journey  for  me  was  just  around 
lesbian  and  gay  families  and  gaining 
a place  for  our  families  in  the  world. 
As  I struggled  with  having  no 
financial  means  but  knowing  I must 
go  forward,  it’s  been  primarily  a 
journey  of  faith.  One  of  the  big 
cultural  divides  in  our  society  is 
between  people  who  live  that  lilies 
of  the  field  verse,  and  those  who 
think  you’re  crazy,  irresponsible  and 
disreputable  if  you  live  that  way. 
(“Can  any  of  you  by  worrying  add 
a single  hour  to  your  span  of  life? 
Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they 
grow;  they  neither  toil  nor  spin.”  — 
Matthew  6:  26-28) 

What  spiritual  practices  and  acts  of  self-care 
help  you  stay  strong  and  centered  in  your 
ministry? 

I build  in  a few  moments  for  silence 
before  going  onto  any  public  platform. 
I’m  very  aware  that  when  I’m  “on”  as  a 
speaker  or  a writer,  when  it’s  really 
flowing,  it’s  coming  through  me,  not  from 
me.  For  example,  on  the  afternoon  of 
March  3 I was  invited  to  write  an  op-ed 
piece  for  the  next  day’s  edition  of  the 
Oregoniait.  I had  been  up  since  early  in 
the  morning,  doing  interviews  and 
obtaining  my  own  wedding  license.  I had 
an  hour  to  write  the  piece,  and  it  came 
easily,  because  I had  somehow  managed 
to  stay  open.  My  strength  comes  not  only 
from  Qiiaker  Meeting,  but  also  from  my 
renewed  daily  yoga  practice.  □ 

To  read  more  of  Bonnie’s  writing  arid  learn 
about  Love  Makes  a Family  or  make  a 
donation,  visit  www.lmfamih.org.  call 
503-228-3892or  write  to  PO  Box  5163 
Portland  OR  97208-5163. 


June  2004  Friends  Bulletin 


9 


riendly  ^ame-^ex  (^.ouples  f^eflect  on  Weddings 

and  Marriage 


E>eclc^  Y^mall  and 
Amanda  Wnglit 

\Becky  Yarnall,  daughter  of  Nancy  Yarnall 
(former  editor  (^Friends  Bulletin  and 
currently  a staff  person  for  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation),  was  married  to 
her  partner  Amanda  Wright  two  years  ago. 
Last  fall  Becky  was  artificially  inseminated  so 
that  she  and  Amanda  could  raise  their  own 
child  together.  Their  baby,  Sophie  Mae  Wright, 
was  born  on  April 28. — Editor.\ 

It  was  a day  of  high  adrenaline  and  lots  of 
lines. . . 

On  Tuesday,  March  2,  2004,  I heard 
on  the  news  that  Multnomah  County  here 
in  Portland  Oregon  would  begin  giving 
marriage  licenses  to  same  sex  couples  at  10 
AM  on  March  3,  2004.  I thought  that  it 
would  be  cool  to  go  with  Amanda  and  get 
ourselves  one,  especially  since  we  already 


consider  ourselves  married  ever  since  our 
wedding  ceremony  on  April  20,  2002.  So 
on  Tuesday  evening  we  began  preparations 
for  a long  day  waiting  at  the  Multnomah 
County  building. 


Getting  our  hcense  and  getting  married 
took  all  day,  which  was  not  easy  for  me, 
being  pregnant  and  all!  Our  day  had  started 
at  6:30  AM,  and  we  were  finally  done 
waiting  in  lines  at  4 PM. 

After  getting  married,  we  drove  over  to 
Amanda’s  mom’s  house  to  pick  up  our  dog, 
and  got  caught  up  in  the  news  about  the 
weddings. 

I had  said  I didn’t  care  if  this  legal 
marriage  didn’t  remain  legal,  but  watching 
the  news,  I realized  it  meant  a lot  to  me  and 
I am  not  looking  forward  to  the  oncoming 
fight  that  will  occur  in  legal  and  public 
opinion  circles.  My  relationship  is  finally 
recognized  as  just  as  valid  as  any 
heterosexual  relationship,  my  family  is 
finally  legally  recognized  as  a family.  How 
dare  anyone  try  to  take  that  away  from  us 
again! 

I am  glad  we  have  this  Oregon  State 
marriage  certificate  to  hang  on  our  wall  next 
to  pictures  of  us  waiting  in  line  and  getting 
married  and  of  new  and  old  friends  we  made 
along  the  way.  It  was  a good  day.  □ 


Molly  and  5abrina 

reewyn 


Eleven  years  ago,  God  showed  me  the 
woman  who  would  be  my  partner  in 
life.  Sabrina  is  passionate,  intensely  engaged 
in  our  world,  and  began  our  relationship 
talking  about  her  strong  sense  of  wonder  at, 
and  kinship  with,  her  mother.  I was  so 
floored  by  this  person,  who  was  loving  and 
proud  of  her  mom,  and  who  looked  at  the 
world  through  such  different  lenses. 

The  amazing,  life-changing  part  of  this 
was  God  also  showed  me  the  importance 
of  living  my  life  in  honesty,  and  allowing 
me  to  bring  my  whole  self  to  my  life:  at  work, 
with  Friends/friends,  with  family, 
everywhere.  Because  I had  a strong  sense 
that  Sabrina  and  I were  meant  to  walk 
through  this  life  together,  I wanted  to  be 
out  as  a lesbian  in  my  world,  a feeling  that 
had  eluded  me  before  Sabrina.  What  is  to 
fear,  if  everyone  knows  that  I am  lesbian? 
In  being  my  whole  self  all  the  time.  I’ve 
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found  God  has  made  me  an  instrument  of 
speaking  truth.  I have  no  reason  to  hide,  be 
ashamed,  be  less  than  me.  God  freed  me  to 
be  less-than-perfect,  but  also,  God  freed  me 
to  love  myself  as  I am.  I’ve  found  that  this 
gives  everyone  I am  in  contact  with  the 
opportunity  to  see  me  as  a whole  person, 
too. 

For  me,  the  part  of  coming  out  to  my 
whole  family  and  life  was  almost 
simultaneous  with  unearthing  Multnomah 
Monthly  Meeting.  Finding  Friends  was  not 
just  a homecoming  for  me,  but  a spirit- 
finding, in  which  I was  drawn  to  the 
spirituality  I had  longed  to  feed,  but  for 
which  I had  never  found  the  sustenance. 
Indeed,  I didn’t  even  realize  until  1993  that 
I was  ignoring  my  core.  So,  with  Sabrina, 
and  God,  I found  the  courage  to  live  my 
life  in  wholeness,  I was  embraced  by  myriad 
people,  and  now,  finally,  we  are  raising  our 
7-month  old  daughter.  Sage,  together.  The 
Light  is  so  relevant  and  so  blessedly  here\ 

Our  marriage  was  taken  under  the  care 
of  Multnomah  Meeting  in  1998,  with 
almost  200  family  and  Friends/friends 
present,  witnessing  in  the  Light  of  God’s 


love  our  vows  to  be  faithful,  loving,  and 
communicative  partners.  We  never  forget 
the  communication  part!  More  recently,  we 
were  married  in  a more  “civil”  manner,  with 
our  Clerk  signing  our  Multnomah  County- 
issued  marriage  license  following  a Meeting 
for  Worship.  In  all  honesty,  I found  the 
recent  push  toward  “civil”  recognition  of 
same-sex  marriage  to  be  anticlimactic.  For 
me,  it  has  always  been  the  spiritual  practice 
of  joining  two  souls  to  be  more  imperative. 
The  important  legal  issue  is  to  bring  to  all 
the  same  privilege  and  responsibility  of 
choosing  to  be  recognized  in  one’s  society. 
I do  not  care  what  it  is  called  in  our  civil 
society,  as  long  as  it  means  the  same  thing 
for  every  couple  that  chooses  to  join 
themselves,  one  to  another. 

As  for  our  spiritual  paths,  may  our 
desire  to  allow  all  to  worship  as  they  choose 
guide  all  ways  of  celebrating  the  spiritual 
connection  of  two  souls.  Each  religious 
community  should  decide  how  they  want 
to  do  this,  but  for  me,  Multnomah  Monthly 
Meeting  has  made  my  family  part  of  a 
wonderful  Quaker  community.  God 
bless!D 
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Melen  Maug 
and  pam  (^.alvert 

I believe  in  continuing  revelation,  and  I 
believe  that  same  sex  marriage,  in  some 
form  or  another,  is  part  of  the  future  if  there 
is  to  be  any  future.  So,  when  my  partner  of 
nine  years  and  I got  married  in  San 
Francisco  City  Hall  this  February,  I believe 
we  took  a prophetic  step. 

Pam  and  I had  already  been  taken  under 
the  care  of  our  Meeting  as  a couple  seven 
years  ago — ceremony,  reception,  cake  and 
all.  We’d  done  all  that  laws  allowed  to  be 
loving  and  faithful  helpmeets  to  each  other 
as  long  as  we  both  shall  live.  The  rest  was 
up  to  Divine  Providence.  Now,  with  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom’s  issuing  marriage  licenses 
to  gay  couples,  way  was  opening  for  the 
missing  piece  to  click  into  place. 

We  were  married  on  the  steps  of  the 
rotunda  on  Friday  the  13th  by  a judge  on 
his  day  off  PoHte,  patient  volunteers  directed 
us  to  the  correct  sequence  of  queues  to 
purchase  the  license,  hold  the  brief 


[)elap  and 
Laura  (Lomell 

Aharon  Delap  and  Laura  Cornell  were 
married  on  February  15,  three  days  after  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  began 
issuing  marriage  licenses  to  same-sex  couples. 
Here’s  their  story,  as  told  to  Jessica  Bucciarelli 
by  Laura,  a member  of  Strawberry  Creek 
Meeting  in  Berkeley: 

On  Friday  night  [February  13]  we  were 
in  our  living  room,  exercising  and  watching 
the  news,  and  we  saw  gay  couples  getting 
married.  And  I said  “Wow,  look  at  that.  Do 
you  want  to  get  married  this  weekend?”  And 
we  had  to  think  about  what  that  means. 

We  made  plans  to  go  to  City  Hall  on 
Sunday  the  IS'*".  We  had  a 36-hour 
engagement.  We  figured  out  what  we  were 
going  to  wear,  we  told  our  friends.  We  called 
my  mom  and  dad  and  they  sent  flowers  that 
were  there  on  Saturday  night. 

Two  Friends  from  Meeting — Sherrin 
Loyd  and  Jill  Lessing — planned  to  be  our 
witnesses.  They  were  very  enthusiastic  and 
committed  to  doing  that.  The  day  before  the 


ceremony,  register  the  marriage  and  receive 
the  certificate.  It  took  a mere  two  and  a half 
hours.  There  was  plenty  of  time  for  couples 
in  line  to  arrange  to  be  witnesses  for  each 
other  and  to  exchange  stories.  Most  had 
been  together  longer  than  we  had. 

Pam  and  I had  dressed  for  jail,  in  case 
the  threatened  court  injunction  against  the 
proceedings  came  through  and  it  became  a 
giant  sit-in.  I was  expecting  the  joy,  but 
surprised  by  the  awe.  We  were  standing  in 
line  or  a license — not  unlike  getting  a 
driver’s  license — yet  here  was  the  sense  of 
reverence  that  formal  weddings  strive  for. 
It  was  as  if  we’d  all  been  living  in  the  shadow 
of  the  Berlin  Wall  when  suddenly  a crack 
opened  up,  and  couples  started  filing 
through,  not  knowing  if  or  when  it  would 
snap  closed.  It  was  a crack  in  History. 

The  following  Sunday  during  worship 
the  prophetic  significance  sank  in. 

Moving  to  earthquake  country  has 
made  me  uncomfortably  aware  that  the 
ground  isn’t  as  solid  as  the  metaphor  we 
make  it  out  to  be.  (What  can  you  trust  if 
you  can’t  trust  the  ground?)  Yet  the  earth  is 
moving  measurably,  if  not  perceptibly. 


everywhere.  And  the  catastrophic  effects  of 
a major  quake  are  the  result  of  a design  flaw.' 
when  structures  are  built  to  stand  on  ground 
that  doesn’t  move.  So  it  must  have  been  for 
societal  structures  when  the  earth  became 
measurably  not  flat,  and  when  the  sun 
ceased  to  rise  and  set  on  earth’s  horizon.  So 
it  is  again:  Truth  prevailing. 

I have  no  doubt  that  in  the  beginning 
God’s  first  commandment  to  humans  was 
to  go  forth  and  multiply,  cover  the  earth  and 
subdue  it.  Step  #1:  propagate  the  species, 
figure  out  how  stuff  works,  and  put  it  to  use. 

Well,  we’ve  done  that;  but  we’re  still 
fixated  on  the  first  commandment. 

The  human  species  is  relying  on  famine 
and  pestilence  and  wars  to  keep  our  numbers 
(unsuccessfully)  in  check.  And  the  hiUs  and 
the  trees  are  wringing  their  hands,  they’ve 
been  so  subdued.  Everything  is  crying  out 
that  there  must  be  a better  way. 

I believe  that  God  has  been  giving  us 
Step  #2,  and  our  structures  aren’t  built  for 
listening.  I believe  that,  amidst  the 
quaking  of  structures,  Pam  and  I have 
made  a prophetic  step  toward  that  Step 
#2.  □ 


wedding  I said,  “It  feels  funny  we’re  doing 
this  without  a clearness  committee.”  And 
Sherrin  said,  “You  sound  pretty  clear  to  me.” 
I find  a lot  of  people  in  the  Bay  Area 
are  just  happy  happy  happy  for  me.  Just 
knowing  that  Meeting  is  there  for  us  is 
powerful.  The  Meeting  is  planning  a 
reception  for  us  and  the  other  couples.  Both 
of  our  families  are  from  more  conservative 
areas  of  the  country  and  have  been  telling 
all  their  relatives.  My  dad  wrote  a really 
lovely  letter  to  all  his  friends  and  relatives. 
We’ve  been  getting  a lot  of  cards.  We’ve  been 
really  surprised  at  the  number  of  cards  and 
gifts  that  were  really  unexpected. 


It  feels  good  to  be  included.  And  it 
wasn’t  something  I really  knew  I wanted  or 
knew  it  would  feel  like  this.  Before  this 
event  I don’t  think  I realized  how  important 
marriage  is.  And  from  having  gone  through 
it  , my  own  awareness  of  all  the  legal 
ramifications  and  spiritual/psychic 
ramifications  has  grown. 

I really  believe  we  need  full  marriage. 
With  separate  but  equal  you  know  it’s  not 
equal.  Really  honoring  this  commitment  to 
your  spouse  is  a beloved,  joytul  act — a deep 
commitment  that  is  a spiritual  commitment. 
I certainly  don’t  think  it  should  be  kind  of  a 
separate  arrangement  for  gay  people.  □ 
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\/^i\\amcttG  Quarterly 
Explores 
*y"he  P roblem  of 

by  y\ntlnony  M^nousos 
^anta  Monica  (OA)  Mooting 


Panelists:  Sylvia  Hart,  Cameron  Hubbe,  Sarita  Lief,  Karen  Lundblat,  and John  Saemann. 


Oregon  Friends  from  Jewish  back- 
ground as  well  as  others  discussed 
anti-Semitism  and  raised  awareness  about 
how  this  pernicious,  but  often  subtle  form 
of  racism  has  affected  our  attitudes. 

Cameron  Hubbe  led  the  discussion 
by  explaining  how  a concern  about  anti- 
Semitism  had  surfaced  among  Friends, 
members  of  the  peace  movement  and 
those  doing  anti-racism  work  in  her  area. 
She  described  a study  of  anti-Semitism 
that  Friends  undertook  using  as  a text 
Constantine’s  by  James  Carroll. 

Sylvia  Hart  spoke  of  growing  up  in 
a multi-ethnic,  multicultural  community 
in  New  York  and  how  proud  she  is  of  her 
Jewish  heritage  of  freedom  of  thought 
and  concern  for  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

John  Saemann  spoke  of  the  some- 
times violent  anti-Semitism  he  experi- 
enced growing  up  as  a German  Jew  and 
contrasted  this  with  the  more  subtle  forms 


of  anti-Semitism  he  observed  when  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  after 
World  War  II. 

Sarita  Lief,  a newcomer  to  Quaker- 
ism, shared  some  of  her  experiences 
growing  up  a secular  Jew  and  how  her 
eyes  were  opened  when  she  met  a woman 
who  had  been  in  a concentration  camp. 
She  brought  with  her  copies  of  Michael 
Lerner’s  Healing  Israel/Palestine,  a pro- 
found and  prophetic  book  about  how  to 
bring  about  peace  in  that  troubled  region. 

Karen  Lundblat,  clerk  of  the  Quar- 
ter, spoke  of  the  challenges  she  faced 
when  her  son  married  a Jewish  woman, 
and  how  she  had  to  learn  how  to  relate 
to  a different  set  of  cultural  expectations. 

Because  of  my  concern  about  Islam 
and  the  Middle  East,  I was  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  Quarterly  Meeting  where 
I learned  a great  deal  about  how  to  be  an 
ally  for  Jews  who  are  seeking  a just  and 


compassionate  peace  in  Israel/Palestine. 
I led  an  interest  group  on  “Anti-Semitism 
and  Islam”  and  showed  a moving  video 
about  Jewish  Americans  who  went  to  Is- 
rael/Palestine to  dialogue  with  Israelis 
and  Palestinians.  This  video,  called  “Chil- 
dren of  Abraham,”  is  available  through 
the  Compassionate  Listening  Project  (see 
compassionatelistening.org). 

Friends  at  this  Quarterly  Meeting 
were  also  concerned  about  Peg  Morton, 
who  is  currently  serving  a three-month 
jail  sentence  because  of  her  protest  at  the 
School  of  the  Americas  in  Ft.  Benning, 
Georgia  (see  last  month’s  Friends  Bulle- 
tin and  her  letter  from  prison  on  p.  14  of 
this  issue).  Peg  has  been  sent  far  more  let- 
ters than  the  prison  authorities  allow  her 
to  receive.  It  was  good  to  hear  that  Peg  is 
being  given  so  much  support. 

Friends  also  celebrated  the  fact  that 
Bridge  City  Worship  Group  of  Portland, 


Left:  Euclid  Bautista  with  his 
adopted  children  Sharon  and 
Michael  lives  in  Portland,  OR, 
with  Ian  Simpson,  his  partner 
for  the  past  12  years.  Euclid  at- 
tends Meeting  in  Sale^n  and 
Portland,  OR. 

Right:  Children  act  out  a story 
about  the  Danish  King  Chris- 
tian X,  who  was  supposed  to 
have  put  on  a yellow  star  to  ex- 
press his  solidarity  with  Dan- 
ish Jews  threatened  with  per- 
secution by  the  Nazis. 
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Quaker  Choir  at  Willamette  Quarterly 


Dawn  Wicca,  of  Bridge  City  Meeting  (Port- 
land, OR),  shows  her  healing  beads. 


Oregon,  has  now  become  a monthly 
meeting.  Many  members  of  this  new 
meeting  were  in  attendance  at  Quarterly. 
Quarterly  Meeting  took  place  at  Sky 


Quale  ers  Qlnited 
in  f* ubiishing 

(Quin 

Sp  read  the  Word 

by  Lucy  Quncan 
L riends  (jeneral  Qonference 


As  editor  <^Friends  Bulletin,  as  well  as  of 
several  Quaker  books  and  pamphlets, 
Anthony  Manousos  took  part  m QUIP’s 
annual  gathering  and  found  it  extremely 
helpful  as  well  as  enjoyable — an  opportunity 
to  learn  more  about  the  Quaker  publishing 
profession,  make  valuable  contacts  and 
deepen  friendships.  Here  are  some  highlights 
of  this  gathering,  as  reported  by  Lucy 
Duncan,  QUIP’s  recording  clerk  (or  “dark,” 
as  the  Brits  say). 

“How  do  we  spread  the  word  about 
Quaker  publications?”  was  the  theme  of 
this  year’s  annual  gathering  of  Quakers 
United  in  Publishing,  an  international 
network  of  over  50  Friends  organizations 


Camp,  a beautiful  site  with  a lovely  lake, 
majestic  redwoods,  and  a carpet  of  dai- 
sies that  seemed  magical.  The  weather 
was  perfect,  and  the  sunsets  sublime. 


Such  a good  time  was  had  by  all  that 
the  inevitable  question  arose:  how  do  we 
convince  more  Friends  to  participate  in 
our  Quarterly  Meeting?  □ 


Present  at  the  QUIP  Gathering  (though  not  all  are  in  the  picture):  Barbara  Mays  (Friends  United  Press  8c 
Quaker  Hill  Bookstore),  Co-clerk,  Elizabeth  Cave  (Britain  Yearly  Meeting’s  Literature  Committee),  co- 
clerk, Lucy  Duncan  of  Quaker  Books  of  Friends  General  Conference,  recording  clerk,  Elizabeth  Muench  of 
NEYM,  QUIP  treasurer,  Martin  Kelley  of  Qiiaker  Books  and  Quaker  Press  of  FGC,  QUIP  newsletter 
editor.  Hill  Feidler  of  Pendle  Hill  Bookstore,  Christine  Greenland  of  the  Tract  Association,  Kate  and  Doug 
Bandos  of  KSB  Promotions,  Charles  Martin  of  Inner  Light  Books,  M;u'jorie  Ewbank  of  the  Tract  Association, 
Rausie  Hobson  of  the  North  Carolina  YM(F)  Publications  Board,  Trish  Edwmls-Konic  of  Quaker  Life, 
Trish  Cam  of  Quaker  Monthly,  Graham  Garner  of  QtiakerBooks  of  FGC,  Anthony  Manousos  oi  Friends 
Bulletin,  Kathy  Sawyer  of  Friends  United  Press  and  Qiiaker  Life,  Peter  Daniels-publications  manager  of 
Britain  Yearly  Meeting,  Barbara  Hirshkowitz  of  Qtiaker  Press  of  FGC,  Philip  Arnold  of  the  Qiiaker  Bookshop 
in  London,  Ann  Raper  of  the  NCYM  Historical  Society,  Liz  Yeats-clerk  of  Friends  Journal  board.  Bob 
McCoy  of  Pendle  Hill  Publications,  Louis  Cox  of  Qiiaker  Earthcare  Witness,  Catlry  Habschmidt  of  Eiulliam 
School  of  Religion  and  Friends  United  Press,  Judy  Kendall  of  Qiiaker  Hill  Bookstore,  Curtis  Hcrmann- 
Friends  United  Meeting  webmaster,  Kat  Austin  of  Quaker  Life,  Elsie  Klute  of  Daylillv  Press,  Donnie  Hayden 
of  ESR,  Sally  I^ckerman  of  Qiiaker  Universalist  Fellowship,  Paul  Buckley  of  ESR,  Bill  Mcdlin,  and  Barbara 
Wright-author  and  presenter. 
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and  individuals  concerned  w^ith  the 
“ministry  of  the  written  word.”  Our 
gathering  took  place  at  Quaker  Hill,  a 
conference  center  in  Richmond,  Indiana. 
In  attendance  were  over  thirty 
participants  from  Britain  as  well  as  from 
the  United  States,  representing  a broad 
cross  section  of  Quaker  religious  thought. 

On  Friday  morning  Kate  and  Doug 
Bandos  of  KSB  Promotions  made  a 
presentation  entitled  “Publicity:  Building 
Awareness  Sc  Recognition  Step  by  Step.” 

QUIP  also  approved  grants  to  help 
support  two  worthwhile  Quaker 
publishing  projects — a Spanish  edition  of 
The  Mediator’s  Handbook  produced  by 
Centro  Integrale  de  la  Familia  and  a 
translation  into  Russian  o^ A Living  Faith 
by  Wilmer  Cooper. 

We  agreed  that  the  clerk  will  send  a 
letter  of  congratulations  to  Quaker  author 
George  EUis  of  the  University  of  Cape 
Town,  who  has  won  the  Templeton  Prize 
for  Religion.  He  is  a cosmologist  who  has 
explored  the  dialogue  between  science  and 
religion  in  his  works.  The  clerks  will  include 
an  invitation  to  join  QUIP. 

Four  interest  groups  met  during  the 
late  morning  on  Saturday.  Topics  dis- 
cussed were  researching  library  and  aca- 


News  of  Western  Friends 


Western  riends  at  P endle  M'H 

Pictured  above  left  to  right  are  Lynn 
Waddington  of  University  Friends  Meet- 
ing (Seattle,  WA),  Steve  Baumgartner  (ex- 
ecutive director  of  Pendle  Hill,  a Quaker 
Study  Center  near  Philadelphia  , PA),  and 
Marge  Abbott  of  Multnomah  Meeting 
(Portland,  OR).  In  April  2004,  Lynn  was  a 
sojourner  working  on  a documentary  about 
Quakerism  while  Marge  was  attending  a 
Pendle  Hill  Board  Meeting  and  leading  a 
workshop  on  Quakerism  and  Mysticism. 


demic  markets  (introduced  by  Tom 
Hamm);  design  and  presentation  (intro- 
duced by  Trish  Cam  and  Martin  Kelley); 
how  local  meetings  learn  what  is  avail- 
able (introduced  by  Liz  Yeats);  and  a dis- 
cussion of  how  integral  your  publishing 
program  is  within  your  organization  (in- 
troduced by  Betsy  Muench). 

Twenty-one  of  us  visited  the  Levi 
Coffin  House  in  Fountain  City,  Indiana 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  This  modest 
home  has  been  called  the  “Grand  Cen- 
tral Station”  of  the  Underground  Rail- 
road (which  helped  slaves  escape  to 
Canada).  In  the  evening  we  heard  a talk 
by  Barbara  Wright,  a Quaker  author  from 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  whose  latest  book. 
Plain  Language — about  a Quaker  woman 
who  married  a Colorado  rancher  during 
the  Dust  Bowl  era  in  the  1930s — received 
the  2004  Western  Writers  of  America 
Spur  Award. 

Young  People’s  Experiences 
of  Quakerism 

QUIP  is  sponsoring  a publishing 
venture  called  the  Young  Peoples’  Expe- 
riences of  Quakerism  project.  Guidelines 
for  this  project  can  be  found  at 

Marge  is  the  author  of  numerous  works  and 
helped  to  edit  the  Historical  Dictionary  of 
the  Friends  (Quakers)  (Scarecrow  Press: 
Lanham,  MD,  2003) 

Teg  Morton,  ^-Ugene  (OK) 

K riend  and  K risoner  of 
O-Onscience,  W^Tes  from  K rison 

\ln  April,  2004,  Friends  Bulletin  published 
an  article  by  Peg  Morton  about  being  "Jailed 
for  Justice”  after  a demonstration  at  the  School 
of  the  Americas,  or  SOA,  later  renamed  the 
Western  Hemisphere  Institute  for  Security  Co- 
operation. This  US-sponsored  training  center 
for  "counterinsurgency forces”  in  Latin  America 
has  been  responsible  for  egregious  human  rights 
violations,  including  murder,  rape,  and  other 
forms  of  "state  terrorism.  ”) 

Dear  Editor:  The  [April]  issue  of  Friends 
Bulletin  arrived  yesterday  morning  and  has 
been  making  the  rounds  of  my  15  room- 
mates [at  the  Camp  Dublin  Federal  Prison 
in  Northern  California].  They  are  lapping 


www.quaker.org/ quip.  The  clerk  reported 
that  many  fine  submissions  have  been 
received  from  Friends  between  13-18 
years  old,  but  not  yet  enough  to  make  a 
book.  The  working  group  for  this  project 
recommends  that  the  submission  dead- 
line be  extended  to  September  15,  2004, 
and  that  the  editorial  board  meet  the 
same  weekend  as  (QUIP’s  Mid-Year 
Meeting.  We  are  hopeful  that  more  sub- 
missions wiU  arise  out  of  the  summer’s 
many  (Quaker  events,  and  ask  that  mem- 
bers encourage  pertinent  persons  within 
their  organizations  to  distribute  the  sub- 
mission request  and  lead  writing  sessions 
with  young  people.  The  book  wiU  be 
printed  in  the  United  States  and  (QUIP 
members  will  be  invited  to  buy  into  the 
print  run. 

Appreciations  and  Next  Year’s  Plans 

Our  meeting  concluded  with  a 
minute  of  appreciation  for  our  hosts  at 
(Quaker  HiU  and  for  our  former  (QUIP 
clerk  Graham  Garner. 

Next  year’s  gathering  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  in  Oregon  in  late  April.  For 
more  details,  check  out  the  (QUIP  website 
at  quaker.org/quip.  □ 

it  up!  The  women  here  are  very  interested 
in,  and  respectful  of,  our  protest  [against 

SOA]. 

Leisa  Barnes,  from  Sacramento,  and  I 
are  the  fourth  and  fifth  SOA  protesters  to 
be  incarcerated  here;  others  have  paved  the 
way  for  us.  I have  been  asked  many  times, 
“Are  you  a nun?”  “No,  I am  a (Quaker.” 

Thank  you  for  a great  job!  I carry  a lot 
of  appreciation  for  your  important  work. 
Please  send  ten  copies  of  my  article  to  the 
prison  so  that  I can  pass  it  around.  This  ar- 
ticle is  a real  eye-opener  for  many  inmates, 
a written  explanation  of  why  we  are  here.... 

Strawberry  Creek  Meeting  had  a pot- 
luck  for  me  the  night  before  I went  in,  and 
there  was  a beautiful  circle  in  the  BART 
parking  lot  near  the  prison,  with  Prisoners 
of  Conscience  (POC)  “graduates”  and  sup- 
porters before  I went  in.  I feel  so  blessed 
and  spiritually  supported. 

There  was  a similar  evening  circle  of 
sharing  at  Eugene  Meeting  and  on  Sunday 
an  arch  of  arms  that  I passed  under,  with 
everyone  singing,  “May  the  long  time  sun 
shine  upon  you.” 
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I was  also  warmly  welcome  by  my  fel- 
low inmates  and  am  inspired  by  the  women 
I have  met.  □ 

5anta  M onica  (CA)  Meeting 
f^ecommends  tfiat  tine  flights  of 
(jays  and  Lesbians  L>ecome 
A r riority  for  L^ualcer  Lobbyists 

After  meeting  with  Tim  Earner  from 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
(FCNL),  a Qiiaker  lobbying  organization, 
Santa  Monica  Friends  approved  the 
following  minute:  “Santa  Monica  Monthly 
Meeting  recommends  that  FCNL  actively 
support  federal  and  state  legislation  to 
eliminate  discrimination  against  LGBT 
[lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  transgendered] 
Americans  in  all  its  forms,  including 
discrimination  in 

employment,  medical 
insurance,  social  security, 
taxation,  immigration, 
marriage  and  all  the  myriad 
other  ways  that  our 
government  and  society 
continue  to  discriminate 
against  people  in  this 
minority.”  Santa  Monica 
Friends  added:  “Our  Meeting 
is  blessed  with  many  LGBT 
members  and  attenders  and 
has  a history  of  support  for 
same-sex  marriage  and  full 
inclusion  of  LGBT  members 
and  attenders  and  their 
families  in  Meeting  life. 

Given  this  history,  it  is 
especially  appropriate  to 
recommend  that  FCNL  be 
explicit  about  the  civil  rights  of  LGBT) 
indivi  duals.  ”□ 

Ar 5C  Sponsors  Online 
Oialogue  On  Mamage, 
f^eligious  L aitb,  an  dL  aw 

Is  marriage  a matter  of  faith  or  a matter 
of  law?  Would  a constitutional  amendment 
defining  marriage  affect  your  own  religious 
freedom  in  any  way?  Have  you  talked  about 
this  issue  in  your  own  community? 

A national  conversation  has  begun  on 
the  issue  of  marriage  equality  for  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual,  and  transgender  people.  So  far, 
this  debate  has  grabbed  the  headlines  while 
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offering  little  opportunity  for  people  of  good 
will  to  learn  from  each  other.  Instead,  our 
country  has  seen  an  often  polarizing 
collision  of  conflicting  beliefs  over  the  true 
meaning  of  family,  marriage,  morality,  and 
the  role  of  law  in  a religiously  diverse  society. 

The  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  (AFSC),  an  international  social 
justice  organization,  invites  you  to  help 
change  the  cultural  conflict  over  this  issue 
into  a genuine  conversation  by  joining  the 
Peace  Building  Dialogues,  an  online 
community  where  ordinary  people  from 
diverse  faith  traditions  can  bring  their 
perspectives  to  the  discussion  of  an  issue  that 
has  been  dominated  by  pundits,  politicians 
and  their  sound  bytes. 

Through  Peace  Building  Dialogues 
people  from  many  faith  and  spiritual 
traditions  can  find  ways  to  acknowledge  our 
differences,  affirm  our  commonly-held 


values  and  continue  to  engage  each  other 
with  respect  and  love. 

To  participate  or  learn  more  about  this 
new  online  discussion,  please  go  to:  peace- 
building, weblab.org. 

~Llie  Iracj  Wafj  Later: 

1 0,000  L'ves  Lost 

AFSC  Pasadena  AND  Interfaith 
Communities  United  for  Justice 
AND  Peace  (ICUJP) 

PRESENTPROFOUND  MEMORIAL 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  pairs  of  boots  in 
regimental  formation  symbolized  US 


military  deaths  in  Iraq.  In  the  midst  of  the 
boots  stood  an  eight  foot  high  pile  of  men’s, 
women’s  and  children’s  shoes  representing 
9,000  Iraqi  civilian  deaths.  A team  of 
organizers  from  AFSC’s  Pasadena  office 
joined  with  L. A. -based  Interfaith 
Communities  United  for  Justice  and  Peace 
(ICUJP)  to  create  a powerful  installation  on 
the  lawn  of  the  Westwood  Federal  Building 
to  commemorate  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
Iraq  war  on  March  18,  2004. 

During  the  morning  press  conference 
Shan  Cretin,  AFSC  Pacific  Southwest 
Regional  Director,  asked,  “What  have  we 
gained?  Are  we  any  safer  from  terrorism  as 
a result  of  this  war?”  She  introduced  Iraqi- 
American  human  rights  activist  Ban  Al- 
Wardi,  Vietnam  veteran  Ron  Kovic  and 
Fernando  Suarez  del  Solar,  whose  son  was 
among  the  first  killed  in  Iraq.  These  speakers 
offered  moving  personal  testimony  about 
the  impact  of  our 
government’s  ill-founded 
decision  to  invade  Iraq  a 
year  ago,  a decision  that  has 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  more 
than  ten  thousand  human 
lives. 

“When  we  set  up  the 
boots  and  shoes  and  saw  the 
installation  grow,  we  were 
all  deeply  touched  by  the 
sorrow  and  pain  that  it 
represented,”  says  Jochen 
Strack,  intern  at  the 
Pasadena  office.  Many  of 
those  that  came  spent  long 
moments  of  mourning 
among  the  empty  boots  in 
the  grass.  TV  teams  carried 
the  message  to  all  major 
evening  news.  When  night 
fell,  all  gathered  at  a candlelight  vigil  with 
Christian,  Buddhist,  Jewish  and  Muslim 
and  Native  American  prayers  concluding 
this  day  of  witness  grief  and  renewal. 

Shan  Cretin  pointed  out:  “In  a 
democracy,  we  are  each  responsible  for  the 
actions  of  our  government.  What  could  be 
gained  from  this  war  that  is  worth  the  lives 
of  our  sons  and  daughters,  and  the  lives  of 
Iraqi  people?  As  we  demand  that  our 
government  provide  a full  and  honest 
investigation  into  the  justification  for  this 
war,  we  as  civilians  must  also  stop  deceiUng 
ourselves  and  admit  that  our  government 
has  made  a terrible  mistake  that  has  already 
cost  more  than  10,000  precious  lives.”  □ 
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f^riends  bulletin’s 
A nnual  [Report  to 
\car\y  M^^tings 

Rummer  2004 

Dear  Friends,  This  has  been  a busy 
year  for  Friends  Bulletin  as  we  have 
tried  to  keep  a message  of  hope  as  the 
fires  of  hate  and  violence  flare  up  in  our 
world.  We  work  that  widely  scattered 
Western  Friends  may  know  that  many 
others  are  also  laboring  to  bring  the 
Light  of  peace  out  where  it  can  be  seen 
by  all. 

Like  many  not-for-profit 
organizations,  Friends Bulletin\\2.%  had  to 
struggle  a bit  financially  in  recent  years. 
We  are  happy  to  report  that  now  things 
are  looking  better.  Two  factors  have  led 
to  this  greater  stability. 

1)  The  Board  established  a Special 
Publications  Fund  to  which  over 
S15,000  was  donated  last  year.  This 
earmarked  fund  has  made  it  possible  to 
publish  a book  and  a pamphlet  and  have 
the  production  costs  covered  so  that 
these  projects  produce  revenues  for  the 
magazine. 

2)  The  Board  has  become 
increasingly  involved  in  fund-raising 
activities,  which  led  to  a record  $30,000 
in  contributions  in  2003.  Several  years 
ago  the  Board  established  and 
endowment  fund  to  insure  the  long- 
range  stability  of  Friends  Bulletin 
Corporation  and  keep  our  publications 
of  high  quality  at  affordable  prices.  This 
past  year’s  donations  (over  $10,500) 
have  enabled  Yriends  Bulletin  to  move 
from  two  years  of  deficit  to  a surplus 
mode.  The  Board  is  still  concerned  that 
the  reserves  of  Friends  Bulletin  can 
cover  only  three  months  of  operating 
expenses. 

These  Board  successes  have  been 
due  to  the  commitment  and  hard  work 
of  its  members.  It  is  vital  to  the  success 
of  Friends  Bulletin  that  Yearly  Meetings 
continue  to  work  diligently  to  send 
representatives  to  the  Board  with  skills 
in  financial  management,  policy- 
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making,  fund-raising  and  who  are 
attuned  to  the  concerns  of  Western 
Friends. 

These  successes  are  also  due  to  the 
exceptionally  talented  and  energetic 
work  of  our  editor,  Anthony  Manousos. 
H e has  worked  hard  to  keep  the 
connections  with  subscribers  and  those 
who  contribute  articles  to  the  magazine. 
He  has  also  made  great  contributions 
to  the  strategies  which  make  our  fund- 
raising successful.  In  quality  of  articles, 
in  appearance,  in  photography,  and  in 
advertising.  Friends  Bulletin  has  shown 
great  improvement  through  the  work  of 
the  editor. 

Subscriptions  remain  constant  at 
around  1,600-1,700  paid  subscribers- 
or  about  1/2  of  the  members  of  our 
three  Yearly  Meetings.  We  are  seeking 
to  increase  our  subscriptions  by  offering 
special  publications  at  reduced  rates  as 
incentives  for  new  subscribers.  The 
liaisons  at  individual  Monthly 
Meetings  are  vital  to  the  maintenance 
of  high  levels  of  subscribers.  These 
dedicated  volunteers  make  it  possible 
for  meeting  members  to  subscribe  as  a 
group  and  have  all  their  subscriptions 


fall  due  once  a year,  which  saves  time 
and  effort. 

We  hope  that  all  who  have 
information  to  share  with  us  will  do  so 
that  we  may  continue  to  meet  the 
communication  needs  of  Friends  in  the 
West. — Robert  Griswold,  Clerk,  Friends 
Bulletin  Board  of  Directors 


Memorial  Minutes 


Laurie  Gardener 

Laurie  Gardener,  a member  of 
Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting,  passed 
away  on  April  20, 2003,  at  Kaiser  Sunnyside 
Hospital  in  Portland,  Oregon,  at  the  age  of 
51  after  a six-month  battle  with  cancer.  She 
was  cared  for  at  home  under  hospice  for  a 
month  before  she  died.  A memorial  service 
was  held  for  Laurie  on  April  26*  at  the 
Meetinghouse.  Many  Friends  and  co- 
workers spoke  about  how  much  Laurie  had 
touched  their  lives  and  how  much  they 
appreciated  her  wisdom  and  generosity. 

A few  weeks  before  she  died,  Laurie 
said  she  wanted  her  obituary  to  read: 
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“Laurie  Louise  Gardener,  born  September 
2, 1951.  I was  here,  I was  queer,  and  it  was 
important  to  me,  my  dear.” 

Others  remember  her  as  a wise  woman 
and  a moral  compass.  “She  taught  me  how 
to  be  a grandmother,”  said  one  friend,  for 
Laurie  showed  her  love  in  action.  She  and 
Jami  Hart,  her  loving  spouse  of  nearly  27 
years,  had  their  combined  four 
grandchildren  stay  over  every  Friday  night. 
Laurie  taught  her  grandchildren  how  to 
garden,  cook,  sew,  and  bake  cookies.  She 
and  Jami  took  them  on  outings  and 
vacations.  Laurie  called  her  daughter,  Felicia 
Ann  Nelson,  her  heart’s  delight. 

Laurie  was  born  in  Longview, 
Washington,  and  grew  up  as  the  oldest  of 
five  children.  She  was  born  Laurie  Louise 
Foster,  but  changed  her  name  to  Gardener 
because  she  believed  that  she  was  her  best 
self  when  she  was  working  in  her  garden. 

Laurie  attended  Multnomah  Meeting 
in  the  early  1970s.  Laurie  met  Jami  Hart  in 
Redding,  California,  and  they  were  first 
married  on  September  1,  1976  through 
the  Redding  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Laurie  and  Jami  had  a ceremony  of 
remarriage  and  came  under  the  care  of 
Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting  on 
September  2,  1989.  Laurie  became  a 
member  of  the  Meeting  in  May  of  1994. 

Laurie  was  actively  involved  in  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  She 
became  a member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  region 
of  AFSC  in  August  of  1990.  In  November 
of  1990,  she  became  Clerk  of  the  Personnel 
Committee.  She  served  a 3-year  term. 

Laurie  showed  through  action  her 
commitment  to  social  change.  Instrumental 
in  setting  up  Feminist  Women’s  Health 
Centers  in  both  Redding,  California,  and 
Portland,  she  was  also  a founding  member 
of  the  original  Women’s  Bookstore 
Collective  in  Portland.  Along  with  an 
enduring  commitment  to  ending  racism,  she 
was  also  a lifelong  union  member  and  shop 
steward,  and  a member  of  Portland’s  gay 
community  since  1976. 

Laurie  worked  for  10  years  as  a Case 
Manager  for  the  YWCA  of  Portland.  She 
first  worked  as  a Case  Manager  for  the 
homeless,  then  for  teenage  mothers.  She  also 
taught  Customer  Service  skills  to 
unemployed  teen  parents  as  part  of  an 
employment  program.  Her  last  4 years  of 
employment  were  as  a Child  Support  Agent 
for  the  Oregon  State  Department  of  Justice. 


Laurie,  who  considered  herself  a 
generalist,  greatly  valued  the  two  book  clubs 
she  belonged  to.  Her  fine  mind  evinced 
itself  in  her  dry  wit,  in  her  class  analysis, 
and  in  the  wide-range  of  her  constant 
reading.  Her  influence  on  her  extended 
family  is  indelible,  and  to  her  four  siblings, 
she  will  remain  their  rock  and  their  Bible. 

She  is  survived  by  her  spouse,  Jami 
Hart;  her  mother,  Virginia  Mae  (Baugh) 
Foster,  of  Portland,  OR;  four  siblings,  Lois 
Marie  Foster  of  Bay  Harbor  Islands,  FL, 
Julia  Lynn  Spatz  of  Pleasant  Hills,  CA, 
Tracy  Ann  Livermore  of  Portland,  OR,  and 
Robert  Laurence  Foster,  Jr,  of  Coos  Bay, 
OR;  her  daughter,  Felicia  Ann  Nelson  of 
Portland;  a stepson,  Jon  Hart;  two 
granddaughters  and  two  step-grandchildren, 
and  two  nieces.  Preceded  in  death  by  her 
father,  Robert  Laurence  Foster,  Sr.D 

Robert  (Bob)  Quinn 

Robert  (Bob)  Quinn,  born  October  20, 
1920,  in  Chicago,  Illinois  died 
peacefully  at  an  assisted  living  home  in 
Tucson,  October  26,  2003.  Bob’s  presence 
in  our  meeting  for  worship  each  first  day 
brought  a light  fiUed  corner  to  the  southeast 
of  our  meeting  room.  His  presence  was 
powerful.  A memorial  service  was  held  on 
Sunday,  November  23  at  the  Center  for 
Creative  Photography  auditorium,  followed 
by  a reception  at  the  University  of  Arizona 
Museum  of  Art.  Bob  was  Full  Professor  of 
Art  History  at  the  University  of  Arizona  and 
for  many  years  summered  in  Guadalajara, 
Mexico  teaching  for  the  University  of 
Arizona.  He  was  a much  beloved  teacher 
and  story  teller.  He  loved  to  hike,  especially 
in  the  Catalina  Mountains. 

Bob  liked  to  tell  the  story  of  why  he 
wanted  to  join  Quakers  so  late  in  his  life, 
yet  had  become  a convinced  Friend  in  high 
school.  As  he  explained  it,  after  a happy 
childhood,  he  began  to  have  serious  arthritis 
in  his  spine  at  the  age  of  12.  After  6 months 
in  bed,  he  went  back  to  school.  Two  years 
later  there  was  a second  episode,  so  painful 
that  he  would  lift  himself  off  of  the  bed  until 
he  couldn’t  hold  himself  up  any  more,  then 
let  himself  back  down.  His  father,  concerned 
that  he  needed  to  go  to  a school  where  he 
could  succeed  after  so  much  illness, 
informed  him  that  he’d  found  the  perfect 
place — George  School.  Bob  went  off  to 
boarding  school  reluctantly,  but,  as  he  said, 
the  staff  there  slowly,  patiently  and 


sympathetically  won  him  over  to  Quaker 
ways.  After  graduation,  Bob  went  to  Yale, 
where  he  suffered  yet  another  episode  of 
ankylosing  spondylitis.  He  was  told  that  a 
slow,  painful  death  was  inevitable  if  he 
stayed  in  the  east. 

Bob  moved  to  Tucson,  years  before 
Pima  Meeting  was  established.  It  was  a 
rebirth — pain  free  for  the  first  time  in  years, 
he  enrolled  in  the  University  of  Arizona, 
graduated,  started  their  art  history 
department,  married  his  sweetheart  from 
back  home,  had  a daughter,  and  walked 
every  day  of  his  life.  He  traveled  worldwide 
to  view  the  works  of  artists.  For  years,  his 
interest  in  art,  and  his  joy  in  his  family  and 
his  students  kept  his  spiritual  self  satisfied. 
But  after  retirement  and  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Jacqueline  and  his  daughter, 
Georgiana,  both  from  breast  cancer,  he 
sought  out  Friends,  and  found  solace  and  a 
spiritual  home  in  Pima  Meeting.  He  was 
hale  and  hearty  at  age  80,  albeit  crooked  in 
the  back.  Bob  seemed  to  enjoy  every 
moment  of  every  day,  and  to  take  a real 
interest  in  every  person  he  met.  We  will  miss 
his  warmth  and  good  cheer.  □ 

Charlotte  Farmer 

harlotte  Farmer  went  to  Heaven  on 
March  28, 2004,  in  Maricopa  County, 
AZ.  She  was  born  in  Highmore,  South 
Dakota,  on  March  13,  1916,  to  Flora  and 
Guy  H.  Langsdale  and  was  preceded  in 
death  by  her  husband,  Ray  A.  Farmer  and 
her  daughter,  Jan  Romero  Stevens  of 
Flagstaff.  She  is  survived  by  her  sister 
Elizabeth  Langsdale  of  Sun  City,  her 
daughter  Lang  (Ival)  Secrest  son-in-law 
Fred  Stevens  of  the  Flagstaff  Meeting,  four 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

At  the  time  of  her  death,  Charlotte  was 
a member  of  the  Tempe  (AZ)  Meeting.  At 
one  time  she  and  her  husband  started 
Meetings  in  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  and 
Sun  City,  Arizona.  They  served  the  Quakers 
in  New  Zealand  for  a year  in  1979/80  and 
also  volunteered  for  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  in  Pasadena,  CA,  and 
Philadelphia,  PA,  in  addition  to  traveling 
around  the  United  States  representing  AFSC. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  contributions  can  be 
made  to:  America  Friends  Service 

Committee  at  980  N Fair  Oaks  in  Pasadena, 
CA  91003  or  Heiter  International  at  P.O. 
Box  8058  in  Little  Rock,  AR  72203-8058 
or  to  the  charity  of  your  choice.  □ 
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Margaret  Mints 

During  the  silence  of  our  Meetings  for 
Worship,  Margaret  Mints  frequently 
reminded  us  of  our  historic  Quaker 
beginnings  by  quoting  some  long  ago 
memorized  passage  from  the  Bible.  As  she 
spoke,  she  was  able  to  imply  a subtle 
relationship  between  this  quotation  and 
some  ongoing  problem  in  the  Meeting.  This 
quiet  leadership  was  a great  gift  to  our 
Meeting.  Even  as  she  advanced  into  her 
eighties,  Margaret  would  lead  us  in  pre- 
Meeting  singing  and  would  help  with  the 
children’s  program. 

Named  for  her  Quaker  ancestor, 
Margaret  Fell  Perkins  was  born  on  her 
parents’  pioneer  homestead  near  Bison, 
South  Dakota  on  April  15, 1913.  Margaret 
and  her  three  remaining  sisters,  Helen, 
Virginia,  and  Dorothy,  came  to  live  with 
their  aunt  in  Pasadena,  CA,  after  their 
mother  died.  After  moving  to  Altadena, 
Margaret  graduated  from  John  Muir  High 
School  in  1930.  She  subsequently  graduated 


from  Guilford  College  in  North  Carolina 
in  1934.  During  the  Depression  Margaret 
found  work  teaching  high  school  in 
Lemmon,  South  Dakota.  Moving  back  to 
Southern  California,  she  resumed  her 
teaching  career  at  the  Victor  Valley  Union 
High  School  in  Victorville.  It  was  there  that 
she  met  Jim  Buckner,  married,  and  soon 
moved  with  him  to  South  Pasadena  where 
they  began  their  family,  son  Daniel  and 
daughter  Kathleen. 

After  Jim  died  suddenly  in  a swimming 
accident  in  1962,  Margaret  carried  on  with 
her  career  at  John  Muir  High  School  as  a 
highly  respected  and  popular  teacher.  She  later 
married  Fred  Mints,  a long  time  friend,  and 
both  continued  in  their  teaching  positions. 

Margaret  participated  throughout  her 
life  in  Quaker  religious  groups:  First  Friends 
Church  in  Pasadena,  Orange  Grove 
Monthly  Meeting,  Orange  County 
Meeting,  as  well  as  Southern  California 
Quarterly  Meeting,  and  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  She  and  Fred  in  their  later  years 
lived  in  a retirement  home  in  Irvine,  CA, 


where  Margaret  unhesitatingly,  and  to  our 
good  fortune,  moved  into  a role  of  guidance 
and  leadership  in  Orange  County  Meeting. 

Always  patient  and  interested  in  each 
of  us,  Margaret  was  a steady  influence  for 
the  enrichment  of  our  worship  and  for 
bettering  our  ways  of  conducting  business. 
We  will  miss  her  calm  presence,  her  good 
cheer,  and  her  visible  love  for  the  life  of  the 
Meeting  and  its  individuals. 

Margaret  died  on  May  19,  2003.  She 
leaves  her  husband  Fred,  her  sister  Virginia 
Heck,  her  daughter  Kate  Buckner,  her  son 
Dan  Buckner,  her  stepchildren  Jeffrey  Mints 
and  Janet  White,  and  numerous 
grandchildren,  step-grandchildren  and 
greatgrandchildren 

A memorial  service  and  reception, 
attended  by  family,  many  long  time 
friends,  and  Meeting  attenders,  took  place 
in  Irvine,  June  28,  2003.  Flowers  from 
many  backyard  gardens  were  arranged  in 
the  style  of  old-time  South  Dakota  and 
served  to  remind  us  of  Margaret’s 
beginnings.  □ 


f^ive  ways  to  get 
Qualcer  voices  heard  in 
this  election  year,,. 

by  Kutbr  raser 

p rancisco  rriends  Meeting 


I have  embarked  on  an  exciting  project 
with  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  [FCNL],  a Quaker 
lobbying  organization  in  Washington, 
DC,  called  Vote  2004.  I would  like  to 
share  with  you  how  this  project  could 
impact  your  life  and  the  life  of  our  nation. 

The  2004  elections  will  have 
repercussions  for  years,  if  not  generations 
to  come.  The  PATRIOT  Act  and  its 
impact  on  civil  liberties  and  the 
consequences,  both  here  and  abroad,  of 
war  and  continued  occupation  in  Iraq  are 
only  two  of  many  issues  that  will  be 
impacting  our  lives  in  the  coming  years. 
Through  Vote  2004,  FCNL  aims  to  make 
the  voices  of  peaceable  people  heard, 
challenging  the  increase  in  militarism  and 
speaking  for  peaceful  resolution  of  conflict 


and  the  well-being  of  all  people. 

FCNL  has  identified  five  ways  that 
Friends  can  work  to  get  that  peaceable 
voice  heard. 

1.  VOTE!  As  good  Quakers,  it 
behooves  us  to  have  our  own  house  in 
order  before  we  reach  out  to  the  wider 
community.  We  need  to  pro-actively 
ensure  that  every  member  and  attender 
who  is  eligible  to  vote,  and  is  willing  to 
do  so,  has  the  opportunity  to  be  registered 
and  is  given  any  assistance  they  need  to 
vote  on  November  2nd.  I have  started  to 
work  with  members  of  Meetings  to 
proactively  find  ways  to  make  this 
possible. 

To  many  this  may  seem  to  be  a given. 
After  aU,  Quakers  have  always  been  socially 
responsible,  so  of  course  they  will  be  registered 
to  vote!  This  may  not  be  the  case.  There  maybe 
no  “of  course”  about  it.  A major  “Wake  up 
call”  to  socially  conscious  organizations 
happened  when  the  Sierra  Club — that  bastion 
of  activism-discovered  that  possibly  as  few  as 
50%  of  their  membership  in  one  state  were 
registered  to  vote. 

2.  Register  voters.  With  our  own 
house  in  order  it  is  logical  that  we  should 
reach  out  into  the  wider  community  to 
generate  groups  of  people  to  go  out  to 
events  and  areas  of  low  voter  registration 
throughout  the  community  and  register 


people  to  vote. 

3.  Write  letters  to  the  editor. 

Candidates  have  staff  that  scans  these 
columns  regularly  and  they  use  it  as  a 
litmus  test  of  what  issues  are  exercising 
their  potential  constituents. 

4.  Form  bird-dogging  teams  to  be 
present  at  forums  and  take  part  in  radio 
call-in  programs  where  candidates  are 
present,  so  questions  on  issues  of  Quaker 
concern  can  be  raised  in  a very  public 
manner. 

5)  Encourage  radio  stations  to 
broadcast  brief  Public  Service 
announcements.  To  make  this  easy 
FCNL  has  crafted  a series  of  them  that 
can  be  downloaded  and  offered  to  radio 
stations. 

To  make  all  this  possible  I am 
working  to  contact  every  Friends  Meeting 
in  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  describing 
the  work  and  seeking  participation. 

I sees  myself  as  the  catalyst  and  resource 
to  make  this  happen.  I can  be  found  at 
415-565-0201  x23  or  ruth@fcnl.org. 

It  has  always  been  our  testimony  that 
“true  godliness  don’t  draw  men  out  of  the 
World,  but  enables  them  to  live  better  in 
it  and  excites  their  endeavors  to  mend  it” 
(William  Penn).  There  has  never  been  a 
more  important  time  to  make  that 
testimony  a living  reality.  □ 
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^all  to 

CI3II  to  y^nnual  Session  of 
pacific  Yearly  Meeting  2004 

We  invite  Friends  to  join  us  for  our 
58*^  annual  session,  to  be  held 
from  August  2"^^  to  August  7*  at  Mt 
Madonna  Conference  Center  in  the  hills 
above  Watsonville,  California.  It  will  be 
a delight  to  greet  one  another  in  this 
beautiful  setting,  to  share  the  hves  we  have 
lived  this  past  year,  to  learn  of  the  state 
of  our  Meetings  and  the  chaUenges  of  our 
worlds.  While  it  is  no  small  task  to  live 
as  a Friend  in  these  times — perhaps  in 
any  times — the  nurture  and 

encouragement  we  share  in  the  Spirit  will 
show  us  ways  forward.  Join  us  for  this 
week  of  refreshment,  bringing  those  dear 
to  you,  friend,  child,  parent,  and  seeker. 
These  are  holy  times,  and  we  need  one 
another  to  celebrate  and  iUuminate  them. 

What  shall  we  find?  In  this  week  we 
will  be  drawn,  again,  into  a great  and 


visible  community,  especially  in  our 
worship  plenaries.  We  will  join  also  in 
interest  groups,  meeting  for  memorials, 
and  worship-sharing;  there  will  be  time 
for  dancing  and  singing,  mountain  hikes, 
the  quiet  sharing  of  a cup  of  tea — in  all 
of  these,  the  near  occasion  of  love  will 
surround  us  and  bear  us  up.  Come  to  the 
river  that  flows  from  deep  within. 

We  wiU  do  our  business,  seeking  the 
right  expression  of  our  lives  together.  In 
our  plenaries  we  will  consider  fewer 
things  and  take  more  time  to  go  deeper. 
Gathered  in  discernment,  we  will  explore 
questions  that  have  arisen  in  recent 
meetings:  What  vision  of  our  community 
is  at  work  as  we  consider  the  place  and 
conditions  of  our  annual  gathering?  How 
do  we  share  this  vision  across  the 
generations,  and  nurture  it  in  our  youth 
in  changing  times?  What  steps  may  we 
take  in  our  corporate  hves,  to  live  wisely 
and  with  care  on  this  earth?  What  ways 


of  witness  are  arising  among  us  in 
response  to  the  state  of  our  country  and 
our  world?  In  these  areas  of  concern,  we 
wih  seek  clarity  on  our  purposes,  and  a 
sense  of  the  structures  to  serve  them, 
thereby  becoming  more  willing,  more 
faithful  instruments  of  God’s  peace. 
Come  and  add  to  our  light. 

Friends,  what  we  will  find  as  we 
gather  at  our  river  of  light  is  beyond  our 
anticipating  and  designing.  Be  among 
us  in  this  good  company,  bringing  what 
you  yearn  for  and  what  you  have  to  share. 
To  register,  contact  Kim  Lacey,  Registrar, 
at  pymregistrar@yahoo.com — Jim 

Anderson,  Presiding  Clerk. 

Clsll  to  fSlortfi  pacific  \eaA^ 
Meeting  A nnual  ,3ession  200F 

Welcome  Friends  to  the  32nd  An- 
nual Session  of  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  held  July  29- August  1 on 


PI  * Ra  nt 

lainnsr  Flentyi 

A Quaker  Cookbook 

Published  by 
Quaker  Life  magazine 


With  over  75  Friends  meetings  contributing,  this 
288  page  book  features  the  history  of  each  meeting, 
their  favorite  recipes  and  a photo  of  the  meeting- 
house. Although  it  is  arranged  by  yearly  meeting,  a 
complete  index  will  enable  cooks  to  find  just  the  right 
recipe. 

Order  your  copy  today  for  only  $13-50  per  copy 
(plus  $4.00  shipping  on  first  copy;  add  $1.00  for  each 
additional  book;  Indiana  residents  pay  6%  sales  tax). 

Order  from  Quaker  Life,  101  Quaker  Hill  Drive, 
Richmond,  IN  47374;  email  quakerlife@fum.org;  phone 
(765)  962-7573. 


Scholarships  from  PYM  Attendance 
Assistance  Fund 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  gather  once  again  at  Mt  Madonna  in 
August  2004.  PYM’s  Special  Funds  Subcommittee  invites 
applications  for  scholarships  from  our  Attendance  Assistance  Fund. 

The  Assistance  Fund  is  intended  to  be  a supplement  to  what 
Friends  and  their  Meetings  are  able  to  afford  when  that  is  still 
insufficient  to  meet  the  costs  of  attending  PYM.  Our  funds  are 
limited.  We  would  like  to  be  able  to  respond  to  all  applicants,  but  our 
experience  has  been  that  requests  typically  exceed  the  funds  available. 
Thus  we  expect  to  work  with  a general  limit  of  $100  for  individual 
scholarships  and  $250  for  families,  with  possible  exceptions  in  special 
circumstances.  We  strongly  encourage  you  to  submit  your  applications 
for  consideration  well  before  the  deadline  of  June  30. 

Please  note  that  each  application  is  to  come  through  a Monthly 
Meeting.  Friends  declare  how  much  they  are  able  to  afford  toward  the 
total  cost  and  then  submit  the  form  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  of 
which  they  are  members  or  attenders.  After  confirming  that  there  is 
indeed  a need,  the  Monthly  Meeting  declares  how  much  they  are  able 
to  contribute  and,  if  there  is  still  a deficit,  forwards  the  form  to  Bobbi 
Kendig  or  Joe  Franko.  In  the  past,  where  feasible,  Monthly  Meetings 
have  made  a practice  of  providing  at  least  half  of  the  amount  needed 
to  assure  the  applicant’s  attendance. 

For  those  who  have  no  Monthly  Meeting  affiliation,  or  who  have 
other  special  circumstances  not  noted  above,  you  can  mail  the 
application  form  directly  to  Bobbi  or  Joe,  along  with  an  explanation 
of  your  situation.  Bobbi  can  he  reached  at  edandbobbi@aol.com  or 
3275  Karen  Way,  Long  Beach,  CA  90808. 

We  welcome  your  participation  in  PYM  and  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  there! 
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the  University  of  Montana  campus  in 
Missoula,  Montana.  We  are  fortunate 
once  again  to  gather  in  the  beautiful  State 
of  Montana,  'where  we  can  travel  through 
the  mountains,  forest  and  prairies  that 
sustain  us. 

Our  Annual  Sessions  are  opportu- 
nities for  rene’wal:  renewal  of  our  spiri- 
tual unity,  renewal  of  far-flung  friend- 
ships, and  renewal  of  our  hearts.  We  are 
grateful  to  those  on  our  Steering  Com- 
mittee who  conduct  the  daily  business  of 
NPYM,  and  on  our  Annual  Session 
Planning  Committee  who  create  our 
gatherings,  for  they  provide  us  the  op- 
portunity to  gather  and  experience  the 
gifts  of  each  other’s  presence.  It  is  both 
our  joy  and  responsibility  to  participate 
in  Annual  Session  so  that  our  Light  con- 
tributes to  the  unity  of  NPYM. 

Our  theme  this  year  takes  the  form 
of  a query:  “How  are  we  being  called  to 
deepen  our  spiritual  path  during  times  of 


Friendly  Responses 


Dear  Editor:  I’d  like  to  make  a comment 
about  what  I believe  to  be  at  least  one  huge 
factual  error  in  Hal  Wright’s  article  “The 
Pacifist  Dilemma.”  According  to  Noam 
Chomsky’s  Hegemony  or  Survival  (see  p.  54- 
59),  the  US  bombing  of  Kosovo  did  not 
prevent,  it  caused  the  ethnic  cleansing  in  this 
region.  When  I know  that  the  lie  that  we 
prevented  ethnic  cleansing  is  so  widely 
believed,  I am  suspicious  about  aU  the  other 
excuses  for  war  mentioned  in  the  article. 
(See  The  People's  History  of  the  United  States 
by  Howard  Zinn  for  more  information 
about  how  history  is  distorted  to  justify 
violence  and  oppression). 


turmoil?”  Many  Friends  have  spoken  on 
their  inner  turmoil  as  our  government 
wages  war,  squanders  international  rela- 
tionships, and  harms  civil  liberties.  Can 
we  find  inner  peace  despite  (or  even  be- 
cause of)  these  difficulties.  John 
Woolman  spoke  to  this  condition  when, 
in  an  address  to  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting  in  1758,  he  said,  “In  the  diffi- 
culties attending  us  in  this  life,  nothing 
is  more  precious  than  the  mind  of  Truth 
inwardly  manifested.”  Let’s  gather  to  sup- 
port each  other  as  we  look  for  this  Truth 
today  and  experience  its  powers  of  trans- 
formation and  renewal. 

Eden  Grace,  our  Friend  in  Resi- 
dence, brings  her  own  personal  story  of 
spiritual  deepening  during  turmoil.  Soon 
after  our  Annual  Session,  Eden  and  her 
family  will  uproot  themselves  to  settle  in 
Africa  and  undertake  mission  work  on 
behalf  of  Friends  United  Meeting.  Eden 
has  a special  concern  for  ecumenism  and 


But  my  main  concern  is  with  the  word 
“pacifism”  or  “pacifist”  itself.  After  I 
recently  read  a new  book  called  The  Essential 
Gandhi  (compiled  after  9/11)  it  became 
clear  that  what  I and  most  thinking 
Quakers  believe  in  is  “active  nonviolence” — 
actively  having  compassion  for  all  human 
beings  and  actively  and  nonviolently 
working  to  bring  peace  and  justice  to  aU. 

What  I hear  Gandhi  saying  is  that 
nonviolence  works  because  it  is  the  Truth 
of  the  Universe  (some  people  call  that  God), 
that  the  universe  is  good  and  that 
nonviolence  is  good,  and  therefore  violence 
cannot  never  work  and  is  never  justified 
because  it  goes  against  the  universe.  Simply 
put,  violence  begets  violence  and  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  a just  war,  ever! 


speaks  regularly  to  groups  such  as  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation  and  West- 
ern Yearly  Meeting.  We  look  forward  to 
her  presence  and  deep,  skillful  speaking. 

So  please  join  us  in  Missoula,  where 
we  will  undertake  the  joyful  task  of  nour- 
ishing the  Divine  within  ourselves  and 
our  community.  In  1941  Thomas  KeUey 
underscored  the  importance  of  this  work 
when  he  wrote:  “Life  from  the  Center  is 
a life  of  unhurried  peace  and  power...”  It 
takes  no  time,  but  it  occupies  all  our  time. 
And  it  makes  our  life  programs  new  and 
overcoming.  We  need  not  get  frantic.  He 
is  at  the  helm.  And  when  our  little  day  is 
done  we  lie  down  quietly  in  peace,  for  aU 
is  well.” — -Jon  Prescott,  Presiding  Clerk. 

For  info  about  registering,  see 
www.npym.org. 


I would  also  recommend  that  Friends 
read  George  Lakey’s  booklet  The  Sword  that 
Heals,  a response  to  Ward  Churchill’s  book 
Pacifism  as  Pathology.  This  can  be  found  at 
■WWW.  trainingforchange . org 

I would  like  to  see  more  discussion  like 
this  take  place  on  the  pages  of  the  Friends 
Bulletin  so  that  more  Quakers  and  others 
with  whom  I share  the  Bulletin  can  be 
exposed  to  the  thinking  and  research  that 
is  being  done  by  nonviolent  peace  activists 
around  the  world. — Peace  and  love.  Sue 
Nash,  Inland  Valley  ( CA)  Friends. 

Readers  are  encouraged  to  send  their 
responses  to  articles  to  the  editor  at 
friendsbuUetin@aol.com  or  3223  Danaha 
St,  Torrance  CA  90505. 


\J\I  oolman 
Students  Worlc  for 

What  do  standing  up  for  what  you 
believe,  planting  pine  trees,  service  work 
in  Mexico  and  academic  research  have 
in  common?  The  Woolman  Semester! 

January  2004  saw  the  inaugural 
Woolman  Semester  launch  with  its  first 
three  students.  The  program  has  risen 
from  John  Woolman  School,  which  for 


almost  40  years  operated  as  a four-year 
boarding  school  on  230  acres  just  outside 
Nevada  City,  California.  The  site,  now 
called  Sierra  Friends  Center,  hosts 
students  in  a (^aker  setting  grounded 
in  Quaker  testimonies  and  practices  as 
well  as  the  tradition  of  over  300  years  of 
Friends’  influence  on  social  change. 

The  Woolman  Semester,  takes  16- 
to  18-year-olds  through  a one-semester 
experience  immersing  them  in  peace  and 
justice  work  while  exploring  sustainable 


living.  “We’ve  designed  the  program  to 
allow  students  to  take  their  dreams  of  a 
better  world  and  turn  them  into  realities,” 
says  Amy  Cooke,  director  of  the  program. 
The  course  work  demonstrates  this,  as 
does  the  new  vision  statement,  “Peace 
and  Justice  through  Learning  and 
Service.” 

The  curriculum  includes  a course  in 
World  Issues,  in  which  students  analyze 
an  issue  of  their  choice  and  then  design 
an  action  project  around  it.  The  current 
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students — from  Vermont,  Maine  and 
Berkeley,  California — are  addressing 
military  recruitment  in  schools.  United 
Nations  effectiveness  in  Rwanda,  and 
student  empowerment  and  racism  in 
schools.  They  attended  the  protest 
against  the  execution  of  Kevin  Cooper, 
talked  to  activists  about  the  death  penalty, 
and  looked  closely  at  how  organized 
activism  can  make  a difference. 

^Students  also  take  Peace  Studies — a 
course  looking  at  peace  through  the  lens 
of  literature,  biography,  essays  and  poetry. 
Students  invest  in  their  own  Peace  by 
Piece  projects — an  anthology  of 
everything  they  have  created  over  the 
course  of  the  semester. 

The  Environmental  Science  course 
uses  the  230-acre  campus  as  the  primary 
text.  Through  investigation  students 
deepen  their  understanding  of  the 
environment  as  well  as  gain  insight  into 
environmental  issues  stemming  from 
human  activities.  Students  perform 
place-based  environmental  analyses  and 
examine  the  application  of  sustainability 
principles  to  the  ecosystem. 

In  Humanities  and  Ethics  students 
examine  nonviolent  conflict  resolution. 
Friends’  testimonies  and  service.  The 
students  and  staff  spent  two  weeks  in 
March  in  the  community  of  Maclovio 
Rojas  just  south  of  Tijuana,  Mexico. 
While  there,  they  enjoyed  working  on 
several  projects,  including  building  a 
medical  clinic  and  installing  a gray  water 
system. 

Throughout  the  semester  they’ve 
had  the  opportunity  to  do  other  types  of 
service  work  on  site  at  Sierra  Friends 
Center  including  planting  pine  trees  for 
reforestation  and  preparing  the  garden 
for  spring  planting.  All  this,  in  addition 
to  their  coursework,  has  kept  them  very 
busy.  They  have  all  noted  how  much  they 
are  enjoying  the  meaningful  rigor  of  the 
Woolman  Semester  as  opposed  to  the 
predominant  busywork  of  their  previous 
high  school  experience. 

After  having  participated  in  the 
Peace  Center  of  Nevada  County’s  forum 
on  issues  surrounding  the  Selective 
Service,  the  students  were  interviewed  on 
the  local  community  radio  station’s  “Left 
Coast  Radio”  show.  They  were  asked 


what  their  impressions  were  of  the 
Woolman  Semester  and  responded  with 
the  following: 

Mandy  Janoo,  from  Vermont,  says, 
“I  come  from  a very  hard  school.  [The 
Woolman  Semester]  is  rigorous  on 
another  level;  it’s  not  about  busy  work 
the  way  a lot  of  high  schools  are.  We  read 
amazing  authors  and  we  have  discussions, 
indepth  conversations,  instead  of  just 
filling  out  pointless  answer  sheets.  So,  we 
have  tons  of  reading  every  night  and  we’re 
constantly  busy,  but  at  the  same  time,  it’s 
so  much  more  rewarding  than  my  public 
school  experience.” 

Scott  Rasmussen  adds,  “I  come  from 
Berkeley  (CA)  High,  the  classic  factory 
model  school  with  3,000  other  students. 
So  I got  stuck  in  a rut  of  being  able  to 
coast  through  school  without  really 
having  to  do  very  much  work  at 

all [The  Woolman  Semester]  really 

changed  me  beneficially  because,  as 

Mandy  mentioned,  I’m  doing  the 

work  because  I want  to  do  it,  so  I have  a 
lot  of  self-motivation.” 

Colin  Bussiere-Nichols,  who  has 
served  as  clerk  at  New  England  Junior 
Yearly  Meeting,  noted,  “The  amount  I’ve 
learned  in  this  short  period  of  time...  is 
really  amazing  when  reflecting  upon  how 
much  I normally  learned  in  public 
schools.  I feel  that  I’m  learning  because 
I want  to  learn  instead  of  learning  to 
prove  what  I have  learned  to  teachers.  I 
think  in  the  long  run  that’s  going  to  make 
a difference  as  to  what  I remember  and 
that’s  important.” 

On  May  22"*^  at  4 p.m.  during  our 
Woolman  Semester  Presentation 
Celebration,  students  shared  their  projects, 
following  a Keynote  Address  by  Paul  Lacey, 
Earlham  College  professor  for  41  years  and 
author  of  Growing  Into  Goodness:  Essays  on 
Quaker  Education. 

Donations  to  the  Woolman 
Semester  program  are  tax-deductible  and 
gratefully  accepted.  The  program  is 
seeking  financial  investors — let  your 
money  work  for  peace  and  justice!  Call 
or  email  Amy  Cooke  for  more 
information  at  (530)  273-3183  or 
amyc@woolman.org.  For  more  details 
about  the  Woolman  Semester  please  visit 
our  website:  www.woolman.org 


Crassifieds 


Publications 

Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample  avail- 
able upon  request.  Join  our  family  of  Friends  for  one 
year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  information  contact: 
Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fiim.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and  out- 
of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Contact  us 
for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 
Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 
E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read  Types,  & 
Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s 
goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  vi- 
sual, musical,  and  performing  arts  within  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of 
Quaker  expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  out- 
reach. To  these  ends,  we  wiU  offer  spiritual, 
practical,  and  financial  support  as  way  opens. 
Help  build  an  international  network  of  creative 
support  and  celebration.  Membership  $22/year. 
FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102.  E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:/ 
/www.quaker.org/  fqa/index.html. 


Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life 
Today”  for  nearly  50  years,  suc- 
ceeding periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns 
and  activities  through  this  monthly  maga- 
zine. Save  42  percent  off  the  cover  price. 
Receive  12  issues  (one  full  year)  for  only 
$35.  Contact:  Friends  Journal,  Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Calendar  Items 


June  6-10:  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Ghost 
Ranch,  Abiqui,  New  Mexico. 

July  3-10.  Friends  General  Conference  Annual 
Gathering.  University  of  Massachusetts.  Anhei'st, 
MA.  See  www.fgct]uaker.org  for  more  info. 

July  29-August  1.  Nortli  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  See 
www.npym.org  for  more  info. 

Aug  2-7.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Mt.  Madona, 
CA. 
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Concerned (Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  diversity, 

gender  equity,  and  the  heaith  of  the  planet. 

Nationwide  / Canada.  All  ages.  Since  1984. 

FREE  sample:  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 

Schools.  Retreat  Centers.  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

The  Woolman  Semester  at  Sierra  Friends 
Center  offers  a Quaker  Educational  opportu- 
nity in  a one  semester  high  school  experience 
emphasizing  Quaker  Testimonies:  Peace,  Jus- 
tice, Sustainability  & Service;  rigorous  college 
preparatory  courses  and  simple  living  in  com- 
munity. Unique  highlight  to  a student’s  port- 
folio. Scholarships  available.  See 
www.woolman.org  and  contact  Kathy  Runyan 
at  530-273-318 

Friends  House  is  a multilevel  retire- 
ment community  offering  independent  liv- 
ing apartments  and  houses,  an  assisted  care  liv- 
ing facility,  skilled  nursing,  and  an  adult  day 
services  program  serving  residents  and  the 
wider  Santa  Rosa,  CA  community.  Located  in 
Santa  Rosa,  Friends  House  is  easily  accessible 
to  San  Francisco,  the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood 
forests,  and  the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa 
counties.  Friends  House  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Friends  Association  of  Services  for  the 
Elderly  (EASE),  a California  not-for-profit  cor- 
poration. The  facility  and  Board  of  Directors 
are  strongly  influenced  by  Quaker  traditions. 
The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons  within  an 
environment  which  stresses  independence  is 
highly  valued.  Tour  Friends  House  at  our 
website  at  www.friendshouse.org.  Friends 
House,  684  Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95409.  707-538-0152. 

Wellsprings  Friends  School:  alternative, 
accredited  high  school  grades  9-12.  Rooted  in 
the  Quaker  Spirit  of  simplicity,  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every  per- 
son. Open  enrollment.  Climate  of  affirmation. 
3590  W.  18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR  97402. 
541-686-1223.  FAX:  541-687-1493.  Dennis 
Hoerner,  Head. 

Accommodations:  William  Penn  House, 
Washington,  DC.  Quaker  Seminars,  youth  pro- 
grams, bed  and  breakfast.  5 blocks  from  the 
Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  Smithsonian 
Museums.  Shared  accommodations  for  indi- 
viduals and  groups.  Gays,  lesbians  and  people 


of  color  are  welcome.  515  East  Capitol  St.  SE, 
Washington,  DC  20003,  202-543-5560,  FAX 
(202)  543-3814,  director@wmpennhouse.org, 
www.Quaker.org/penn-house. 

Positions  open:  Interns:  9-12  month  commit- 
ment. Assist  with  hospitality  and  seminar  plan- 
ning at  William  Penn  House.  Room  & board 
with  small  stipend.  Applications  from  gays,  les- 
bians and  people  of  color  are  welcome.  5 blocks 
from  the  Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  the 
Smithsonian  Museums.  See  contact  info  above. 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  con- 
sider the  simple  and  economical  travelers’  rooms 
at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle  (WA).  For  res- 
ervations call  Megan  Snyder-Camp  at  206- 
632-9839  or  e-mail: 

quakerhouse.sea@juno.com. 

William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends  School, 
located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A Friends  school 
for  children,  grades  K-8,  rooted  in  Quaker  val- 
ues. Children  are  provided  with  a quality  aca- 
demic and  a developmentally  appropriate  edu- 
cation. The  school  environment  is  caring  and 
nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  nonviolent 
conflict  resolution.  For  information,  contact 
Judy  Smith,  portlandfriendss@qwest.net  or 
503-245-8164. 

Services 

Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since 
1970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL, 
Box  74,  Swarthmore,  PA  19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres 

FOR  A DAY  AT  A HORSE  FARM.  All  ages  wel- 
come. Camps  are  set  up  to  encourage  confi- 
dence in  people  who  are  fearful  of  horses,  as 
well  as  more  experienced  horse  lovers.  Learn 
to  see  the  world  from  the  horse’s  point  of  view. 
Visit  www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone: 
360-825-3628.  E-mail:  friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres . com . 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  living 
and  work  space  ORGANIZED!  Friendly,  pro- 
fessional organizer  Marian  Rhys  can  help  you 
clean  up  your  physical  or  electronic  clutter  and 
set  up  systems  for  keeping  things  orderly.  Con- 
fidential and  non-judgmental.  503-283-8615. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  StudyTour.  Visit  the 
Quaker  community  of  Monteverde.  See  the 
cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sarah 
Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/FAX:  Oil  506-645-5436  or  520- 
364-8694  or  E-mail:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
website:  www.crstudytours.com. 


Consider  THE  Arizona  Friends  Community 
FOR  your  next,  or  YOUR  SECOND,  HOME.  360 
degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft  elevation,  of- 
ten near  perfect  weather,  among  good  friends. 
Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San 
Luis  Obispo  Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607. 
Website:  arizonafriends.com. 

Quaker  Writers,  Editors,  and  Publishers. 
Are  invited  to  join  QUIP  (Quakers  Uniting 
IN  publishing).  An  international  “self  help” 
organization  of  theologically  diverse  Friends 
concerned  with  the  ministry  of  the  written 
word.  Contact  Graham  Garner  at 
grahamG@fgcquaker.org  website 

www.quaker.org/quip.  See  also  pp.  23-24. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request  as- 
sistance FROM  David  Brown,  a Quaker  Re- 
altor. David  wiU  refer  you  to  a real  estate  pro- 
fessional to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  sell- 
ing a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

Lobbyist  wanted:  The  Friends  Committee 
ON  Washington  State  Public  Policy  seeks 
a Friend  or  long-time  attender  to  serve  as  a 
contract  Quaker  lobbyist  in  Olympia,  average 
20  hours/week,  6 months/year,  at  $20/hour.  For 
more  details  see  www.quaker.org/fcwpp/  . 
Application  deadline  July  15,  2004. 

'k'k'k'k 

Los  Angeles  Monthly  Meeting  seeks  a 
Resident  Friendfor  autumn  2004.  In 
exchange  for  onsite  housing,  the  Resident 
Friend  prepares  the  Meetinghouse  for  First  Day 
Worship  and  for  use  by  the  many  groups  who 
meet  there  throughout  the  week.  Duties  include 
overseeing  maintenance  and  general 
management  of  the  property  and  serving  as  a 
Quaker  presence  to  the  community.  This 
opportunity  could  be  for  one  person  or  a couple 
sharing  two  rooms  in  the  Meetinghouse  located 
in  the  heart  of  Los  Angeles.  Please  respond  by 
August  1,  2004  to:  Cynthia  Cuza,  4034 
Woodlawn  Ave,  LA,  CA,  90011  or 
ccuza@earthlink.net. 


2004  Advertising  Rates 

$.47per  word  for  dassifed  ads.  Mini- 
mum charge,  $9.  Box  ads:  10%  extra.  Ads 
should  be  prepaid,  if  possible.  Deadline: 
six  weeks  prior  to  publication.  Display 
ads:  $16  per  column  inch.  V4page  ad  (4 
X 4V2):  $97 — 1 column  ad  (2Vi  x 10): 
$139 — 2 column  ad  (5  x 10):  $239 — V2 
page  ad  (7V4  x 4V2):  $169 — Full  page 
(7V2  X 10):  $299.  Discounts:  10%  for  3 
consecutive  appearances,  25%  for  1 0 con- 
secutive appearances  of  ad. 
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Anna  Morgan,  formerly  of 
Orange  County  (CA)  Meeting, 
former  clerk  of  the  AFSC/SCQM 
Youth  Service  Project,  and 
recent  graduate 
of  Swarthmore  College, 
holds  her  gift  copy  of 
Compassionate  Listening 
as  she  embarks  on  her  next 
Quaker  adventure — an  internship 
at  the  Quaker  UN  office. 


d giving  a riends  £>ulletin  publication  or  subscription  to 
someone  you  care  about?  Qncludingyourselfl) 


pleases  fill  out  the  form  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  and  indicate  the  number  of 
the  following  publications  you  wish  to  receive  or  send  to  a f/p riend: 


Compassionate  Listening  and  other  writings  by  Gene  Hoffman,  Quaker  Peacemaker  and 

Mystic.  Friends  Bulletin  Publications,  2003.  “For  more  than  half  a century,  Gene 
Hoffman — through  her  essays  and  poetry,  her  workshops  and  speeches,  her  travels  and 
her  witness — has  been  a fountainhead  of  creative  spirituality  and  courageous 
peacemaking.  This  book  will  be  a rich  resource  for  those  who  come  after  her.”  — 
Richard  Deats,  Editor  of  Fellowship  Magazine.  Clothbound,  350  pp.  with  photos  and 
index.  $16.95  plus  $3  postage  and  handling. 

Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in  Times  of  Terrorism,  Friends  Bulletin  Pamphlet  #2  (2003). 

Robert  Griswold  (Ft  Collins,  CO,  Meeting)  reflects  upon  the  spiritual  basis  for  Friends’ 
peacemaking  efforts  during  this  time  of  “perpetual  war  for  perpetual  peace.”  Ideal  for 
study  groups.  Single  copy:  $3.95.  Two  or  more:  $3  each  (inch  postage  & handling). 

Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective,  Friends  Bulletin  Pamphlet  #1  (2003).  After 

September  11, 2001,  Anthony  Manousos  (Santa  Monica,  CA,  Meeting)  fasted  during 
Ramadan  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  Muslim  community  and  the  practice  of 
Islam.  This  pamphlet  explores  the  spirituality  of  fasting,  examines  the  Islamic  faith  in 
relation  to  Friends’  testimonies  and  provides  a brief  overview  of  Quaker  involvement  in 
the  Middle  East.  Single  copy:  $3.95.  Two  or  more:  $3  each  (inch  postage  & handling). 

A Western  Quaker  Reader,  Writings  by  and  about  Independent  Quakers  in  the  Western 

United  States.  Friends  Bulletin  Publications,  2000.  First  historical  work  about  Western 
Quakerism  written  from  the  viewpoint  of  Independent  Friends  provides  vivid,  first- 
person  testimonies  by  Friends  involved  in  the  “reinvention”  of  Quakerism  in  the 
Western  USA  from  the  1930s  to  the  present.  354  pp.  paper.  $19.95  (inch  postage). 

FREE  POSTAGE  with  orders  of  $35  or  more  worth  of  Friends  Bulletin  publications 

(not  including  Pendle  HiU  pamphlets). 


Subscribe  to  nenJs  bulletin  and  receive  a free  bonus  gift/discount 

Please  send  check  made  out  to  ^'Friends  Bulletin"  and 

mail  entire  page  to  3223  Danaha  St,  Torrance,  CA  90505: 

$9  for  six-month  trial  subscription  (till  Dec.  31,  2004,  with  free  Friends  Bulletin  pamphlet  and  bumper  sticker  as  bonus). 

$25  for  six-month  gift  or  trial  subscription  (till  Dec.  31, 2004)  plus  either  Compassionate  Listening  ox  A Western  Quaker 

Reader  (^postage  and  handling  included). 

$29  for  15-month  gift  or  first-time  subscription  (tiU  Dec.  31, 2005). 

$39  for  15-month  gift  or  first-time  subscription  (till  Dec.  31,  2005)  plus  either  Compassionate  Listening  ox  A Western 

Quaker  Reader  (postage  and  handling  included). 

Book(s)  or  pamphlet(s)  checked  in  the  listing  at  the  top  of  the  page. 

Recipient’s  name  (if  a gift,  please  check  this  box  D ) 
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The  Resident  Study  Program 


Our  Resident  Study  Program  is  a unique  experiment 

in  adult  education — a place  to  gain  knowledge  and  insight 
while  deepening  your  awareness  of  the  Spirit  and  of  your 
1 own  path  in  the  world. 

I All  the  components  of  this  innovative  program — engaging 

I classes,  daily  worship,  communal  work,  shared  meals,  social  action, 

I community  activities — interconnect  to  form  an  experience  that  is 

greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

Residents  may  pursue  a variety  of  projects  during  their 
time  at  Pendle  Hill.  Our  proximity  to  Philadelphia  as  well  as  our 
close  relationship  with  Swarthmore  College  provide  a diversity 
of  resources  for  residents.  Financial  aid  may  be  available. 


"I  first  heard  about  Pendle 
Hill  when  I was  on  a Quaker 
Youth  Pilgrimage  in  the  US 
in  1996.  Originally  from 
Ireland,  I have  spent  the 
last  7 years  studying  and 
working  in  the  UK.  I came 
to  Pendle  Hill  because  I 
needed  further  direction  in 
my  life.  As  a George  Gorman 
Scholar  I have  been  given  the 
rare  opportunity  to  live  in  a 
community  and  explore  my 
spirituality.  I now  feel  more 
grounded  in  my  Quaker  beliefs,  and  I plan  to  get  involved 
in  the  World  Gathering  of  Youwg  Friends  2005." 

—Barbara  Johnson,  Pendle  Hill 
Resident  Program  student  and  George  Gorman  Bursary  Scholar,  2003 


2004-2005  Term  Dates 

Autumn:  September  24-December  11,  2004 
Winter:  January  7-March  19,  2005 
Spring:  April  1-June  11,  2005 


Prndt.f. 

A QUAKER  CENTER  FOR  STUDY  AND  CONTEMPLATION 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  • Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendlehill.org 


Contact  Bobbi  Kelly  to  find  out  more: 
800.742.3150  (U.S.  only)  ext.  137 
610.566.4507  ext.  137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 
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